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Humanitarian Action in Southern Sudan Report

Week 20, 11-17 May 2009
SUMMARY/HIGHLIGHTS

· Overall security in most States in the South remains tense with fears of impending vengeful attacks and sporadic LRA attacks being reported.

· Security on the Juba-Torit road worsens as reports of fatal ambushes on motorists increase.

· Humanitarian assistance is on-going in affected regions amidst the heightened insecurity and poor access by road.
I.
FOCUS ON SECURITY AND HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
LRA Attacks in Western Equatoria State: On 17 May, three groups of suspected LRA members attacked and looted villages in Bakpera, Nzara County. IDP movements have been reported but the magnitude and needs of the IDPs have yet to be verified. Coordination is being led by RCSO who have an international staff member on the ground in Yambio. SPLA soldiers were deployed to the area on 18 May. The a/m attack came a few days after the LRA reportedly abducted 6 civilians in Gangura of Yambio County on 13 May. 3 out of the 6 people were later found dead. 
Upper Nile State: As of 17 May, the death toll from the Torkech clash between Lou Nuer and Jikany Nuer that occurred in Nassir County on 8 May has risen to 71 persons. According to UNMIS, some 2500-4500 people and 50 orphans remain displaced in Nassir County following the attacks. WFP continues to work closely with a local NGO known as Nassir County Development Agency distributing some 87MT of food to the displaced families on the 17 May. UNICEF, CARE and ADRA have made available NFIs to be transported by UNICEF to Nassir. Coordination and monitoring is being led by agencies in Malakal. 

Jonglei State: The security situation has deteriorated further. The shooting of an SPLA soldier in Pibor on 19 May sparked violent riots in the area. UNMIS and government authorities are investigating the case and working to contain the situation.

Despite the insecurity, agencies in the region are struggling to meet humanitarian needs in Akobo and Pibor Counties. Seven trucks of relief items destined for Akobo remain stranded in Walgak due to impassable roads. Agencies are currently pursuing air-lift options. FAO working with local agencies CRADA and NCDA have pre-positioned 30MT of seeds and tools in the area and plan to airlift 84MT of seeds and tools to Akobo by UNMIS helicopter.

Eastern Equatoria State-Juba-Torit Road: Security situation for motorists on the Juba-Torit road continued to worsen with more reports of fatal ambushes by unidentified armed gangs being reported. According to UNMIS, fifteen gunmen ambushed an SPLA truck this week and fired indiscriminately, resulting in the death of 5 SPLA soldiers and one woman. A three-year-old child who survived the attack was later taken away by the SPLA soldiers. Four suspects were arrested and are under investigation by the South Sudan Police Services (SSPS). The security level remains 3 and all humanitarian vehicles traveling along the road require armed escort until further notice. As of 13 May SPLA military forces had been deployed in all the affected villages including the Juba-Terekeka high-way. 
Rumbek,Warrap State: 9,600 people were displaced from Akop and Marial Lou Payams following a cattle raid by Nuer herdsmen during the weekend. Reports indicate 18 deaths, 20 serious injuries and 32 cattle reportedly stolen. A joint UN mission to the area is scheduled for 18-20 May. 

            [UNMIS, OCHA EP&R, RCSO]
II.
CURRENT ISSUES

Jonglei State: 
· Local leaders from Bor, Duk, Nyirol, Uror and Ayod counties- affected by inter-tribal conflicts- held a peace conference from 09 to 14 May 2009 in Bor. The meeting culminated in the signing of an agreement for peaceful co-existence between the traditionally warring Dinka and Nuer tribesmen. WFP supported the 168 participants with 1.4mt of food through food-for-training. 
· Meanwhile, UNMIS is establishing temporary bases to ease the monitoring of the security situation in Akobo and Pibor, where major conflicts were recorded in March and April. The government has also increased the presence of SPLA in the two locations. 

III.
POPULATION MOVEMENTS

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

Over 120,000 people have been displaced by inter-ethnic conflict in Southern Sudan between January and May 2009.

Refugees, Returns and Re-integration
· This week 1,544 returnees were assisted by UNHCR to repatriate from countries of asylum. 1,539 persons (383 families) came from Uganda to Central and Eastern Equatoria States, under the organized voluntary repatriation. 5 persons (one family) came from Uganda to Eastern Equatoria State under the assisted voluntary self-repatriation programme. 

· IOM completed the assessment of all 159 villages in Lainya County, Central Equatoria, which. according to IOM Tracking of spontaneous returnees program is the main return area in Central Equatoria. So far 17,000 spontaneous returnees to Lainya were registered by SSRRC /IOM. Main reintegration challenge is the shortage of safe drinking water. 

· In Unity, IOM assessed 143 villages and approached the completion of the area assessment. Since the program started in the beginning of April 2009 1,179 out of the total of 1,483 villages in Unity state were assessed.
            [UNHCR, IOM]
IV.
SITUATION, NEEDS AND RESPONSE BY SECTOR

Common Services and Coordination
· IOM provided transportation assistance to GoSS/SSRRC and to UNICEF to transport schools materials and NFI to Rumbek and Tonj. 
Disease Outbreaks
Acute Watery Diarrhoea: 

Warrap State: 
· According to the Ministry of Health, Warrap State, 246 AWD cases, including 32 deaths have been reported in Gogrial West and Twic Counties, between early March and 13 May 2009.  Gogrial West has the highest number of 23 death cases out of 32. 
· The WASH coordination group this week discussed the AWD situation in Warrap state with the government and NGO participants agreeing to strengthen the coordination mechanisms, chlorinate all safe water sources, and repair broken boreholes. Efforts to intensify hygiene promotion campaigns and distributing PUR sachets/aqua-tabs, soap, water filters and promotion of household pit latrines are already being undertaken by UNICEF.    
Swine Influenza: 

· Working with WHO, OCHA and the US Centers for Disease Control, UNICEF assisted the GoSS Ministry of Health in the strategic development of communications activities to promote awareness and response in light of the recent H1N1 influenza outbreak. 
· As of 17 May 2009, 39 countries had officially reported 8,480 cases of influenza A (H1N1). 
Health
Immunization
Polio: Polio National Immunisation Days (NIDs) were successfully concluded in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile States. 321,885 children under five years were vaccinated against polio in Unity, 300,825 in Upper Nile and 379,923 in Jonglei.
Meningitis campaign has been successfully completed in Biu payam of Pariang County of Unity State, where 70% of the population was targeted.  
Measles: In Unity State, UNICEF provided 25,000 doses of Measles vaccines, 28,000 doses TT vaccines and other accessories to Bentiu office for the implementation of Measles and TT campaigns in Rubkona and Bentiu towns. The distribution targets 19,414 children aged between 6 months and 5 years for measles and 11,424 women of child bearing age for TT.  Training is on-going for 55 vaccinators, 28 recorders, 28 crowd controllers and 28 social mobilizers.  The campaign is also supported by WHO.          
Primary Health Care
· With UNICEF support, 8,000 sachets of ORS and assorted medical supplies were pre-positioned in Eastern Equatoria with the Ministry of Health to support response interventions for AWD and routine primary health care services for about 800 people at a community/health facility.  
· UNICEF further provided 16 bicycles, 600,000 TT vaccination cards, 20,000 Child Health cards and 49 boxes syringe A-D 5 ml to the State MoH of Western Equatoria. 
· SMoH, WHO and UNICEF facilitated immunization training for 20 health workers in Yei for Central Equatoria State, which is expected to improve their skills and provide quality immunization services to children and women in the State.

Safe Motherhood
· IMC, one of the NGOs supported by UNICEF, reported that a total of 295 pregnant women had their 1st ANC visits, 437 had 2nd visits. 189 received Vitamin A during the postnatal visits, 587 received TT2+, 694 received Iron and Ferrous and 84 child deliveries with no maternal and neonatal death at six health facilities of Malakia, Wau Shilluk, Detang, Warajok, Global Health, and Lelo during January through March 2009.
· In collaboration with SMoH of Western Equatoria and with UNICEF technical support, the German Red Cross (GRC) conducted five-day training for 12 community midwives and traditional birth attendants in Yambio Town.
HIV/AIDS
Primary Prevention
· This week UNHCR signed a sub-project agreement with government counterpart Southern Sudan Aids Commission (SSAC) to implement HIV/AIDS awareness activities through the county Aids Commission in Kajo Keji. The project is funded by IGAD-World Bank. 

· UNICEF partner, Christian Brothers, provided Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) services to 140 individuals (95 women and 45 men) at Ezo Primary Health Care VCT centre in Western Equatoria State, where 61 people (44 women and 17 men) tested positive for HIV.
Children Affected by HIV/AIDS
· With UNICEF Support, 43 children (20 girls and 23 boys) aged between 2 and 5 years of STAR group members in Yambio, Western Equatoria, were tested for HIV with the consent from their parents and/or guardians. 6 girls and 12 boys tested HIV positive.  

Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMTCT)            

· UNICEF provided 270 HIV test kits, 60 tablets of Nevirapine and 1 bottle of Nevirapine syrup for PMTCT program at St Theresa Mission PHCC, Catholic Diocese of Torit (CDOT) in Kapoeta County, Eastern Equatoria. The supplies will be used for testing of pregnant mothers who voluntarily consent to learn their HIV status and prevention of the transmission after the delivery.
Nutrition:  A total of 37 children U-5 years benefited from nutrition integrated package of growth monitoring, and provision of nutrition supplements, in Nimule Payam through Nimule hospital in Eastern Equatoria.

       

​
Food Aid
· WFP assisted 57,945 beneficiaries with 497mt of food in South Sudan during the reporting week. These included 3,620 children under 5-years of age assisted through the Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme (BSFP) in Aweil counties in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, while their families received 18mt family rations.  
· A convoy of 18 WFP trucks carrying some 176mt of food from Bor reached Pibor in Jonglei State in the third attempt. The convoy undertaking pre-positioning under armed escort failed to deliver the food in the first two attempts due to wet roads and insecurity caused by the ongoing inter-tribal conflict, which also resulted to looting of WFP food. With the successful delivery, the more than 5,510 people displaced by the conflict in Pibor that had and received an initial 15-day ration at the end of April will now receive further assistance.   

· Through coordination with GTZ and assistance of government security personnel UNHCR Yei completed the burning of 65 MT of rotten sorghum that was in stock. 
· Four WFP teams joined a WFP partner- WVI- for assessment and food distribution missions in Nzara, Makpandu, Nagero, Ezo, Mvolo and Wowo centre during the reporting week. Some 26,800 beneficiaries, comprising 25,055 IDPs and 1,743 refugees affected by LRA attacks in the Western Equatoria locations, were assisted with 152mt of three-month food rations. 

· WFP will assist 4,692 IDPs in Nasir County, Upper Nile with a one-month food ration in the coming week, following a request by the SSRRC. The IDPs who sought refuge in Nasir town, were displaced by an inter-tribal conflict conflict between the Lou-Nuer of Akobo and Jikany-Nuer of Torkech village on 09 May 2009. An in-depth inter-agency assessment is scheduled for later in the month. 
· WFP will provide 3,710 IDPs in Tonj County in Warrap State with a one-month food ration in the coming week. Of these, 3,210 IDPs, who were assisted by local authorities to return to Agugo, will receive their rations in Agugo while the rest will be assisted in Tonj town. A further assessment is scheduled for 18-20 May for IDPs in Tonj East to Mariallou location. 

[WFP]

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods
According to UNICEF, the distribution of seeds and tools from FAO and the demarcation of agricultural plots for refugee households in Lasu settlement is on-going although process has been interrupted due to heavy rains in the area. 


Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter
Jonglei: The delivery of NFIs to support displaced households in Akobo and Pibor has been delayed by poor road conditions. A total of 2,447 NFI kits and various loose items are being transported to support 15,353 IDPs in Akobo, in addition to a further 250 NFI kits intended to assist some 6-7,000 IDPs in Pibor (exact figure to be verified). The delayed NFIs are being held in Walgak and Waat. Sector partners are strategizing on possible options to transport the goods.

Lakes: Oxfam Great Britain/SSRRC’s mission to Rumbek North to distribute non-food items to conflict-displaced households was interrupted by security concerns.

Further information on the NFI & ES Sector can be obtained by visiting UNJLC’s website at www.unjlc.org/sudan or by e-mailing sudan.juba@unjlc.org. 










                     [UNJLC]

Water and Sanitation

Access to safe water
· UNICEF supported the construction of 10 boreholes and rehabilitation of 5 others in various locations in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal, Western Bahr el-Ghazal, Western Equatoria and Lakes State. The boreholes will provide access to safe water for about 7,500 people. 

· In addition, UNICEF supported repair of 5 water points and training of hand pump mechanics in Yambio Payam of Western Equatoria and a further 2 water sources at Grinty Boys Basic School and in Ismailia village in Western Bahr el-Ghazal, re-establishing access to safe drinking water for 2,500 people.

Sanitation and Hygiene promotion: 
· In Unity state, UNICEF distributed supplies for the construction of 50 concrete household latrines and further delivered 80 cartons of bar soap, 40 latrine slabs, 40 family scan water filters, 40 potty ports for children, 2,000 aqua tabs and 10 latrine digging kits  and emergency supplies for AWD/Cholera response in Twic and Gogrial West Counties of Warrap State.

· In Juba County, UNICEF delivered 6 bags of Aluminum sulphate and 400 litres of diesel supply for the Emergency Water Treatment Plant at Kator. The supplies are expected support a water plant to provide 120,000 litres of safe water per day, providing continuous access to safe water for at least 6,000 people for 3 to 4 months.  

· COPPI (INGO) through UNICEF support provided support in response to ongoing emergency in Pibor town and Lekongole in Jonglei State, which included 8 pit latrines established in IDP population concentration camps ;  950 people were reached with 5 hygiene domain messages (water, food, personnel, hygiene, and environmental, safe disposal of excreta) and 15,400 people benefited from the water purification tablets and jerry cans.

· UNICEF pre-positioned more supplies in Pibor to meet possible future needs of the IDPs.
Protection
Justice for Children

Western Equatoria State: A newly established team to examine legal issues of children in contact with the law held their first meeting at the Office of Police Commissioner in Yambio. The team discussed the need to strengthen coordination within the protection system in the communities to help decongest the courts of petty offenders whose cases could be solved at community level. 
In addition, through joint effort from the Juvenile Justice Group in Yambio, 3 young boys, accused of raping a 14-year-old girl last year were released from prison. One boy was however sentenced to 5 years by the traditional court.  Social workers are doing a social assessment as requested by the Judge and are planning to appeal against the conviction. 
Lakes State: With UNICEF support, social workers of MoSD Lakes finalized the assessment of 41 cases of juveniles in Rumbek prison. Six children were released. The Director of Child Welfare is also addressing the delayed detention of children in the absence of the plaintiffs. 
Western Bahr el-Ghazal: Eight cases of juveniles were reported to be in police custody in Aweil. Most are accused of theft. MoSD social workers are following up the cases and conducting social assessment of the children.  Also, MoSD social workers in Wau conducted social assessment of 12 cases in Wau Prison and 2 boys found to be in ill-health condition will be taken to treatment. 
Children affected by armed conflict

Eastern Equatoria State: UNICEF provided the MoSD with recreational materials, including sports equipment, T-shirts, MRE posters and bicycles to support the implementation of child protection activities and reintegration of demobilized child soldiers in the State. 
Western Equatoria State: UNICEF conducted a one-day follow up visit to assess the situation of former abductees in Nzara. 3 girls who were re-unified with their families previously are currently enrolled in Namaiku Girls Basic School’s Accelerated Learning Programme supported by the MoEST and UNICEF.

In Yambio, 40 Congolese unaccompanied minors were transferred from an ICRC run centre in Yambio, to the UNHCR Makpandu settlement. The integration process in the rural settlement context has proven difficult for minors who prefer to return to Yambio town. UNHCR has counselled the minors on possibility of loosing access to assistance and security upon return. 
Separately, 2 former abducted children were received by the MoSD social workers and were reunified with their families. This brings the total number of registered children who escaped from LRA and arrived in Yambio and Maridi County to 42.  
Other areas: Registration has been partially completed for 46 children associated with armed forces (25 from NBeG (Northern Bahr el-Ghazal), 16 from South Darfur, 3 from Warrap and 2 from Lakes) by the Child DDR Officer in Mapel military barracks. According to UNICEF, one child demobilized last year from Mapel is currently studying at Amy Robinson School with 2 other demobilized children. UNICEF provided recreational and stationary kits to the school through SSDDRC.                                                                                             [UNHCR, UNICEF]

Protection
Western Equatoria State (WES): At the refugee settlement in Makpandu in WES, one refugee woman suspected to be an LRA member was killed by locals in Yambio. UNHCR is following the case with the police. 
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
In collaboration with PACT Sudan, the Jonglei Government organised a Peace and Reconciliation meeting in Bor on 10-14 May for the Uror, Duk, Nyirol, Ayod and Twic East Counties. The meeting facilitated by Reconcile International, discussed issues related to conflict, revenge and avenges killings, triggers of conflict and the administrative jurisdiction of Chiefs. 15 resolutions  were adopted, highlights of which include: condemnation of cattle raids, call to end cattle rustling and theft, disarmament of civilians in 11 counties by GoSS, equal distribution of government services including deployment of police forces, and compensation for lives and property lost. 
Mine Action
A mine incident occurred near the UNHCR Congolese refugee settlement, on the Yei-Lasu road where an NPA de-mining staff accidentally triggered an AP mine during mine clearance. No casualties were reported. 






         [UNHCR]
Education
· Western Equatoria: During the reporting week, UNICEF supported the construction of a new school facility for Ngungua Primary School in Ibba County. The four classrooms, one head teacher room, one staff room, one store and one block of latrines will provide permanent and safe learning environment to 95 children (60 girls and 35 boys).   

· In addition, with the support of UNICEF, the distribution of educational materials was completed in Upper Nile State; Western Bahr el Ghazal (Jur River, Wau and Raga Counties); Central Equatoria (Katigiri, Kajo-Keji County) and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State (Aweil South, Aweil Center and Aweil East counties). An estimated 78,000 school going children will benefit from the distributions. 
· Four EMIS (Education Management Information System) Officers from Western and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal, Warrap and Lakes attended a three-day DevInfo training workshop in Rumbek, organized with other UN partners and UNICEF. 
· Central Equatoria State (CES: At the refugee settlement in Lasu, primary schooling began on 4 May for 949 pupils and 20 teachers hosted at the food distribution centre and under trees.








                                  [UNICEF]

V.
ASSESSEMENTS AND MISSIONS
· An inter-agency food security assessment was completed in Pibor for an estimated 1,000 IDPs in Lekuangole, where the tribal conflict between the Dinka and Murle took place in March. WFP partner, MSF-Belgium reported that the number of children admitted in the nutritional programmes was on the rise, while the number of cholera cases rose to 100 during the reporting week. The report will inform humanitarian agencies on the extent and magnitude of further interventions. 
Finalised inter-agency assessment reports, gap analysis and monitoring matrices may be obtained from OCHA EP&R unit, contact person:  Leonard Tedd, Head of Unit,  on tedd@un.org
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Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from OCHA field reports, UN agencies, RCO at state level, NGOs, and other humanitarian partners. The report is subject to availability of data and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments to the current issue, please contact: Truphosa Anjichi, OCHA Humanitarian Reporting Officer on maputseni@un.org
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