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Humanitarian Action in Southern Sudan Report

Week 19; 04-10 May 2009
SUMMARY/HIGHLIGHTS

· OCHA Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), Sir John Holmes appeals to GoSS for a peaceful long-term resolution to the increasing inter-ethnic conflicts in the region.

· Retaliatory inter-ethnic fighting continues to threaten the lives and security of civilians in the region.   

· New cases of Cholera and Polio confirmed this week. 

FOCUS ON SECURITY AND HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
Tensions remained high in Western Equatoria, Upper Nile and Central Equatoria States, following revenge attacks among the different ethnic groups in the area. 
Upper Nile State: An attack by Nuer--Lou against Jikany Nuer on the evening of 8th May in Torkech, Nasir County, resulted in the death of 71 people, majority of whom were women and children. MSF-H with the support of an emergency surgical ICRC team are treating 57 people with gun-shot wounds. According to RCSO over 1,550 people have been displaced into Nasir and surrounding areas. 

In a separate incident in Upper Nile, a retaliation attack South of Ulang, on 09 May resulted in 2 deaths and 2 people seriously injured.

Central Equatoria State: A fierce retaliatory attack between armed groups from the Mundari and Bari communities in the Jebel Lado area, that begun on April 24 was reportedly still on as of 08 May. The fighting has resulted in the displacements of residents from the local villages and loss of an estimated 1300 heads of cattle. An initial assessment conducted in the area on 06 May identified critical needs as food, security and shelter for the displaced. The displaced, majority of whom are women and children have sought refuge on the neighbouring islands. Plans are under-way for a peace-building dialogue between the two communities.
Yambio: LRA attacks, with the latest one being on 7th May in Gangura, Western Equatoria State continue to trigger both secondary and tertiary IDP movements. UNHCR continues to provide humanitarian services in the three refugee camps. WFP have distributed a three months’ food ration for IDPs and refugees in Ezo County. Gaps in food however remain. 

[OCHA EP&R, RCSO ]

II.
CURRENT ISSUES

· During a one day visit to the region on 08 May 2009, the ERC, Sir John Holmes raised concern over the deteriorating humanitarian situation and promised continued humanitarian support from the UN in addressing the same. The ERC called for a peaceful long-term resolution of the increasing inter-ethnic conflicts and encouraged the start of a voluntary civilian disarmament. 

· In a meeting with the ERC, the Vice-President of GoSS, Dr. Riek Machar Teny, called for continued engagement with the LRA leadership in order to attain a peaceful rather than a military solution to the LRA impasse. 
III.
POPULATION MOVEMENTS

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

· NTR….   
Return and Re-integration of IDPs and Refugees
· This week 3 convoys with 783 refugee returnees (206 families) were received from Uganda for Juba, Kajo Keji, Magwi, Torit and Yei Counties. Repatriation has dropped due to the onset of rains and cultivation and the new academic year in the countries of asylum. 
· In addition, recent armed attacks and banditry on vehicles on the Torit-Juba road necessitated the raising of the security level to 3 and this has posed challenges to assisted repatriation through that corridor as armed escorts continue to be delayed. 
· A total of 487 individuals have been provided with logistical and transportation assistance by IOM to return to their place of origin from Kajo Keji. Final drop off points were Juba, Magwi and Lainya. 

· Since 1 January to 9 May 2009 the total number of persons returned through organised means supported by UNHCR was 23,523 of whom 23,245 persons (99%) were organized and 278 persons (1%) were under the assisted self-repatriation programme.

            [IOM, UNHCR]
IV.
SITUATION, NEEDS AND RESPONSE BY SECTOR

Common Services and Coordination
IOM provided logistical and transportation support (3 trucks) to transport UNICEF Non-Food items kits from Waat to Akobo in order to provide humanitarian assistance to affected population due to conflict between Murle and Lai-Nuer tribes in Jonglei state. In addition, 250 IOM Non-food items kits were also provided to support the relief response.

 [IOM]
Health
Disease Outbreaks
· Cholera cases continue to be reported in Pibor County. A total of 106 cases and 6 deaths have been reported so far. MSF-B are providing the medical management and are leading the WASH response. UNICEF and PSI will be providing support with hygiene promotion. The number of suspected cases of cholera in Warrap and NBeG has however significantly reduced. UNICEF are due to conclude a WASH assessment in Warrap where they have seen a total of 246 suspected cases (32 deaths) in the last 3 weeks.

· Polio: An additional two cases of Polio have been confirmed this week bringing the total number of confirmed cases since June 2008 to 50. 

· UNHCR-PWJ has started constructing the health facility in Pariak, south of Bor although all the construction materials could not be positioned, as the concerned government ministry has not released tax exemption letters in Juba for more than a month now. 

· UNHCR-SUHA through an IGAD-funded HIV/AIDS project, have commenced renovation of the county AIDS Commission in Kajo Keji; a corresponding agreement with Southern Sudan AIDS Commission (SSAC) was also completed this week for capacity building and service provision in AIDS response. 
           [UNHCR, OCHA EP&R]

Nutrition
NTR
Food Aid
· WFP assisted 38,030 beneficiaries with 652mt of food in South Sudan during the reporting week. These included 4,680 IDPs assisted in Nagdiar payam in Panyikang County, Upper Nile, following an inter-agency assessment of the IDPs displaced earlier by inter-clan conflict between Dinka and Shilluk tribesmen. 

· WFP and its partner, WVI also assisted 553 IDPs with 9mt of food in Nzara in Western Equatoria following an initial inter-agency verification and registration exercise. The beneficiaries were displaced during a suspected LRA attack in the area on 05 May 2009. According to SSRRC, 1,176 residents were displaced by the incident. 
· A convoy of 17 WFP trucks carrying some 260mt of food from Bor failed to reach Pibor in Jonglei State in a second attempt due to impassable roads. The convoy undertaking pre-positioning under armed escort could not proceed after 52km from Bor. The ongoing inter-tribal conflict in the state also poses serious logistical challenges, as looting of WFP convoys has been reported. 
[WFP]

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods
· NTR
Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter
· Jonglei: Nile Hope has distributed 995 NFI kits from stocks on the ground to support households displaced by conflict in Akobo.  An additional 1,735 UNICEF NFI kits, 1,735 cooking sets and 3,600 long-life treated nets (LLTNs) were dispatched from Juba on May 5 and are expected to arrive in Akobo in the coming week. These will be supplemented by 712 kits from Common Pipeline Pilot Project stocks in Waat, all to be distributed by Nile Hope Development Foundation.  

· Lakes: Following an inter-agency assessment in the Rumbek/Yirol area on 6-9 April,   UNICEF will provide 453 NFI kits for Rumbek East and Yirol East and 92 NFI kits for Rumbek North from its warehouse in Rumbek for distribution to affected households.  Additional soap and buckets will be provided by Oxfam-GB.  IOM will transport the NFIs, which will be distributed by Oxfam-GB and SSRRC.
Further information on the NFI & ES Sector can be obtained by visiting UNJLC’s website at www.unjlc.org/sudan or by e-mailing sudan.juba@unjlc.org.
Water and Sanitation
· NTR..

Protection

· According to UNHCR, the numbers of Congolese refugees in Southern Sudan displaced by LRA attacks has stabilized. Basic service provision in all the refugee settlements in Makpandu, Ezo and Lasu is progressing rapidly. 
· UN sources however reported of 3 LRA incidents in Western Equatoria state (WES) last week resulting in the killing and abductions of civilians. International sources also reported that LRA attacked and looted Atanziri, 12 miles from Nzara and Yambio in WES, killing a policeman and a villager. Villagers were seen fleeing to the major towns of Tambura, Ezo, Nzara and Yambio in search of security. UPDF troops are currently deployed at Libogo border of DRC and are seen patrolling on the Yei-Lasu road near the UNHCR refugee settlement. 

· Ethiopian Anuak refugees who are temporarily residing at the UNHCR Malakal way station are receiving emergency assistance from UNHCR while a decision regarding allocating them land is deliberated with the government. The harsh weather conditions in Malakal renders the temporary way station structures extremely unsuitable for long-term habitation. 

· UNHCR participated in the SGBV Working Group in Yei where agencies discussed referral mechanisms and general SGBV concerns in the area. The meeting participants will sensitise their communities on the correct procedures for using the referral forms and pledged to undertake greater advocacy. 
         [UNHCR]
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
NTR
Mine Action
NTR 
Education
NTR
V.
ASSESSEMENTS AND MISSIONS
· UNHCR Kajo Keji completed returnee monitoring and village assessment of 6 villages of Liwolo Payam in Kajo Keji, some of the farthest from Kajo Keji centre. Major concerns of respondents include water shortage – 13 villages with only 3 boreholes – food insecurity for spontaneous returnees, absence of hygiene promotion, long distances to access healthcare centres, and only 2 ill-equipped primary health units. Insecurity as a result of land demarcation dispute between Korijo village and Uganda on one side, and a dispute over a stretch of land with Morobo/Lainya counties were also raised. 
· IOM completed an assessment to monitor basic services and protection concerns of 5604 IDP returnees in 17 villages that were assisted by IOM to return from Juba. IOM further conducted hygiene and sanitation campaigns in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, with 197 women, 44 men and 72 children being attended to.      
· In Warrap, IOM is continuing with village assessments in 50 high return villages in Western Bhar El Ghazal. During the assessment in Raja, the County Secretary indicated that 80% of Raja County population went into displacement during the civil war and the current population of Raja County comprise of mostly returnees and IDPs. 

· In Unity, IOM completed the assessment of 277 villages in Leer, Mayiendit, Ruweng and Panyija Counties. To date a total of 968 villages out of 1483 existing villages have been assessed in Unity. 123 Non-Food Items were distributed in Abiemnom County following assessment and verification from SSRRC and RRR. Training was also conducted for 17 SSRRC enumerators in village assessment. 
Finalised inter-agency assessment reports, gap analysis and monitoring matrices may be obtained from OCHA EP&R unit, contact person:  Leonard Tedd on tedd@un.org
END
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Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from OCHA field reports, UN agencies, RCO at state level, NGOs, and other humanitarian partners. The report is subject to availability of data and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments to the current issue, please contact: Truphosa Anjichi, OCHA, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, on � HYPERLINK "mailto:anjichii@un.org" ��anjichii@un.org�
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