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Humanitarian Action in Southern Sudan Report

Week 16, 13 – 19 April 2009
SUMMARY/HIGHLIGHTS

· Humanitarian situation in Southern Sudan deteriorating as evidenced by increased incidences of inter-tribal/ethnic clashes amidst worsening humanitarian indicators in most sectors. 

· Over 177 people killed and 15,334 individuals, mostly of Nyandit Payam, displaced to Akobo town following an inter-ethnic attack on 16 April 2009. 
· Joint inter-agency assessment missions on-going in Akobo, with preliminary findings indicating that food and NFIs are urgently needed in the area as the displaced fled with nothing from their homes and are currently living under the trees in Akobo town. 

· A deteriorating infrastructure and delayed deployment of security escorts for humanitarian convoys delaying aid delivery to the affected areas (WEQ). 
I.
FOCUS ON SECURITY AND HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
Yambio County, Western Equatoria State (WES)
· As reported by the SSRRC Office in WES, the LRA attacks that occurred in Gangura Payam on 13 April displaced a total of 300 households. 
· UNDSS has warned of a high level of insecurity in the area hence no assessment or distributions of either food or NFIs is being conducted in the affected region.
Unity State
· The security situation is calm but unpredictable due to inter-clan fighting and cattle raids along the Warrap/Unity State border. 
· Further reports indicate alleged harassment of civilians and passengers travelling along Unity State/South Kordofan route to Khartoum. 
Inter-ethnic clashes in Akobo South County, Jonglei State

· Revenge attacks continue to threaten the safety and security of the Nuer, Murle and Dinka groups. On 16 April members of the Murle community waged an armed attack against the Nuer community in the Nyandit Payam, allegedly in retaliation for a previous attack by the Nuer on the Murle side. 
· The County authorities estimate that 177 people were killed in 12 out of the 13 villages that were attacked in Nyandit Payam, south of Akobo. All the villages in Nyandit Payam were burnt to the ground, expect the village of Kony. 
· Most of the wounded are women, children and the elderly. 40 wounded cases, nine of which were children were have been admitted at Akobo County hospital. MSF surgical team is on the ground and had evacuated 6 patients to Leer in Unity State for further surgery.

· Another attack waged against the Nuer in Kueychar on Ethiopian territory led to the death of 14 people and 6 injuries. Three children aged 2-3 years were also abducted. 
· 15,334 individuals, mostly of Nyandit Payam have been displaced to Akobo town 

· No resistance was waged by the Nuer during the attack and claims have been made that previous disarmament of the Nuer community raised their vulnerability.
· Immediate needs include: sending medical personnel to Akobo; IDP registration/verification and general food and NFI distribution to IDPs. Additional water points, latrines and soap distribution are also recommended.
· Aid agencies supporting the mission raised concern over a fuel shortage affecting effective local transportation in the area. The County Commissioner has agreed to provide fuel for local transportation needs of the assessment team on the ground. 

· Aid workers are awaiting the final assessment reports from the area in order to re-prioritize their humanitarian response as the stocks available in the different areas had been earmarked for other purposes. 

· Three joint assessment missions have been deployed to Akobo this week (See details under Section V on Assessments and Missions below). 

· On 18 April, UN security confirming the relative calm in the area downgraded the security level in Akobo region from level IV to level III.  

Wuro County
· A Murle attack on 16 April on Kwenanour and Pamay resulted in 7 deaths. No assessment has been done in the area to verify the humanitarian needs and gaps.
Upper Nile State
· The security situation in the region is generally calm although tensions remain in Malakal town. 
· Security level along the Sobat corridor remains at level 3 with plans for a reassessment of the security scheduled for 21 and 22 April 2009. 
· River transport between Nasir and Akobo that was previously suspended due to insecurity has now resumed. 
Yirol West County, Lakes State
· On 15 April, raiders from the Dinka clan of Appak in Yirol West County clashed with the youth of the Dinka clan of Chiec in Yirol West County. 
· According to the Political advisor to the Governor, 13 people from both sides were killed and 9 wounded. Negotiations to reconcile the two groups are on-going. 
        [SSRRC, UNMIS CA, OCHA, IRIN, EP& R, RCSO]
II.
CURRENT ISSUES

Accessibility mapping
· OCHA and UNJLC are working together to map inaccessible areas and routes across South Sudan. 
· A map of provisioned road closures has been produced by UNJLC. Humanitarian partners have been asked to share information with UNJLC for purposes of updating the map. 
Abyei
· UNMIS constructed local-police posts in 6 key villages for the JIU although the JIU is yet to be deployed. 
· The Noong and Leu villages located in this area are said to be largely at risk due to proximity to nomadic-Misseriya and returnee Dinkas. 
· There are up to 75 cattle-caravans with armed herders around these villages.
Jonglei State
· On 17 April, a Government delegation led by the Peace Advisor, Members of Parliament and community elders travelled to Ayod County to attend a peace meeting between the 3 Lou Nuer Counties of Nyirol, Uror and Ayod. 
· A second meeting with members of the Uror and Duk County is scheduled for end of the month. 
· The meetings are in preparation of a general peace conference to be convened by the Jonglei State Government later in the year. 
· The Deputy Government has appealed to UNMIS to consider logistical support by air due to lack of road access during the rainy season. 
[RCSO]

III.
POPULATION MOVEMENTS

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

Ezo County
· The report of the OCHA-led Rapid Needs Assessment Mission conducted on 16 April to Naandi, Ezo County and Western Equatoria State has been finalised. 
· The purpose of the mission was to verify reports of IDPs affected by the LRA attacks that occurred on 10 April in Ezo County. 
· The number of IDPs in need of urgent assistance in Naandi is 1,069 individuals, received between 12 and 15 April. 
· Additionally, 166 Congolese refugees received in the area are to be transferred to the refugee settlement in Ezo. T
· he food situation is said to be critical with IDPs relying on the already strained food stocks among the host community. 
· WFP is currently in Ezo for food distribution. 
· Cases of malaria and watery diarrhoea have been reported in the area, which has only one health centre and one medical assistant. 
· World Vision has registered 50 separated children in the area. 

            [OCHA EP& R]

Return and Re-integration of IDPs and Refugees
· During the reporting week (12 – 18 April 2009) 1,200 returnees were received in South Sudan and Blue Nile State, representing 283 families. Majority of the returnees were received from Uganda to Central and Eastern Equatoria States under the organized voluntary repatriation programme.
· Under the assisted voluntary self-repatriation programme 14 persons (7 families) came from Egypt and Uganda to Central Equatoria, Northern and Western Bahr El Ghazal States.
         [UNHCR]

IV.
SITUATION, NEEDS AND RESPONSE BY SECTOR

Common Services and Coordination
Logistics 

· Earlier this week, the WFP Road Rehabilitation Project team reported that the bridge 20 KM north of Juba along the Juba-Bor road had been closed to all heavy traffic as it required immediate decking repairs.  
· Temporary repairs were done on the bridge at KM 20 on the Juba - Bor road, with the WFP team planning to carry out more robust repairs in the near future. The temporary repairs allow for heavy traffic on this route to resume. 

Mapping of NFI Stocks

· UNJLC has this week issued a map to show NFI stock level across Southern Sudan. 
· The representation is aimed at promoting better information sharing and better preparedness in response to emergencies across the region and also ensure partner visibility.
· Aid workers will be expected to provide regular updates of their NFI stock levels in their areas of operation to JLC for purposes of updating the records. 
· Contact persons is Miki Takahashi (NFI Coordinator) at miki.takahashi@wfp.org and copy to sudan.juba@unjlc.org
  [UNJLC]
Health

Disease Outbreaks
· Diarrhoeal outbreak reported in Lasu refugee site in Yei County (CEQ). MSF Belgium is on the ground. 

· AWD proved to be endemic in the Aweil region (NBeG) and situation likely to worsen with current rainy season.   

· Meningitis outbreak continues to spread especially in Unity, EEQ and WBeG. A total number of 35 suspected cases and 4 deaths reported between 06 and 19 April in Unity State. Vaccination campaign completed in Kapoeta where 5 cases were reported last week, while WHO is following up on 2 cases reported in Raja (WBeG) early this week.

[WHO, OCHA EP&R]

Immunization

· UNICEF and WHO supported the MOH to facilitate two three-day EPI trainings in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal and Warrap States.  The participants represented the health and EPI staff from all the counties of the two states, along with main NGOs partners.   
HIV/AIDS
· UNICEF partner, the Christian Brothers, trained 99 people living with AIDS (80 women and 19 men) on Income Generating Activities (IGAs) in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. The training aimed at building the capacity of the STAR Group so that they initiate private businesses in order to improve their wellbeing.  The topics discussed included; Definition of Small Business, Business techniques, Business Planning, Fundamentals of Business Management, Marketing Principles, Simple Book-keeping and Loan Management.

· UNICF distributed HIV/AIDS communication materials (100 ‘Facts on AIDS’ brochures and 100 ‘Talking about Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT)’ brochures) to the people living with HIV through the Christian Brothers in Yambio, Western Equatoria State. The materials provide information on prevention of infection with the HIV virus and benefits of VCT services.
        [UNICEF]
Nutrition
· UNICEF partner, WVI in Tonj area of Warrap State currently have six children in the stabilization centre while 240 children admitted in the Outpatient Therapeutic Programmes (OTPs) and 438 children in the Supplementary Feeding Programme. 



     [UNICEF]
​Food Aid
· Abyei: WFP commenced pre-positioning for the rainy season and continued Food for Education activities in Northern areas and in Abyei town. 
Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods
· NTR
Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter
Mvolo: UNICEF will provide NFIs to assist the conflict – affected population in Mvolo County. No partner has yet been identified to carry out the distribution.

Mundri: NCA facilitated delivery of 450 NFI kits for distribution by ECS-SUDRA to Mundri last weekend for response to gaps in the LRA -affected communities in WES. A team from ECS-SUDRA/NCA will leave for Mundri next week to oversee the distribution.

          [UNJLC]

Water and Sanitation

Sector Policy and Planning

Access to safe water

· Following an Interagency assessment mission to Naandi in Western Equatoria State to assess the needs of IDPs as a result of LRA attack, UNICEF provided 2,160 water purifier packets to 266 IDP households and their host communities using unsafe surface water to improve water quality. 

· UNICEF supported the drilling of two new boreholes in Aweil North County of Western Bahr el-Ghazal State for an estimated 1,000 people. 

· UNHCR and UNICEF are collaborating with the Government Rural Water Department in ensuring continued operation of a surface water treatment unit in Lasu. 
· Western Equatoria: Oxfam has rehabilitated 15 boreholes in Mundri County. 
        [UNICEF]
Protection

Sector Policy and Planning

Justice for Children

· UNICEF supported a four-day training of 30 professional law enforcement officers (e.g. police, prison workers, social workers, and judiciary officials) starting on 16 April in Bor town. The training focused on understanding the provisions of the Children Act and how to respond in emergencies.
Children affected by armed conflict

· This week three children were rescued from LRA (two Congolese and one CAR). Two of them sustained bullet wounds during the rescue operation and were admitted in the Yambio hospital.  The number of children and adults who escaped from the LRA captivity in WEQ State stands at 38 (26 Sudanese, 9 Congolese, 1 Ugandan, and 2 from Central African Republic.  

· Leer County of Unity State: UNICEF partner, CMCM, completed the reintegration of the five children who were demobilized in 2006, back to their community. 

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
· NTR
Mine Action
· UNICEF partner, CMCM, held the awareness and sensitization with 37 children’s clubs in Pilieny and Kaigai Payams of Unity State. The MRE issues, including UXOs and mines near the military and most affected areas, were discussed and also aired in the Naath FM that covers four counties in Unity State. 
        [UNICEF]
Education
· On 17 April, UNICEF supported school health activities at the Urstatuna primary school in Juba, celebrated during the School Health Day. Creative drama activities took place based on children’s' stories on life skills in four thematic areas of EPI, Education, WASH and HIV/AIDS.  
· 1,250 pupils (570 girls and  680  boys) participated in the event that was led by 23 children who articulated key messages through songs, poems and drama on HIV/AIDS, importance of hand washing, keeping the school environment clean, and education as a key for development and success in life. 
· Also, 1,250 bars of washing soap with hygiene promotion materials (150 stickers and 10 posters) were distributed to the pupils to promote and reinforce hand washing.  The event was attended by government officials, including representatives from MOEST and State MOE, Director for Gender and Social Change (GOSS), Deputy Advisor for Primary Education-CES, and Juba County Education Director.                                                              [UNICEF]
V.
ASSESSEMENTS AND MISSIONS
Joint assessment missions in response to the inter-ethnic attacks in Akobo include:  

· April 19: Joint Assessment Team of UNMIS Civil Affairs, UNDSS, State Officials and Nile Hope Development Forum (NHDF) Joint Mission to Akobo. 
· April 21: Proposed UNICEF, UNRCO, UNMIS, WFP, MEDAIR team to assess the overall humanitarian situation in Akobo town. 
· April 22: Proposed WFP Juba emergency needs assessment team to Akobo to look into the food security aspect of the incident. 

· 22-27 April: Proposed inter-agency assessment mission comprising of RRR, WFP, WHO, NHDR and SSRRC to Akobo.

Finalised assessment reports for missions to Naandi, Ezo County (16 April); Rapid Follow-up Assessment Report: Pibor and Lekuangole (8th April 2009) and the cross-sector gaps analyses for locations in Western Equatoria can be obtained from the OCHA EP&R unit. 
Contact person: Dr Natalie Lewin on lewinn@un.org
END
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Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from OCHA field reports, UN agencies, RCO at state level, NGOs, and other humanitarian partners. The report is subject to availability of data and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments to the current issue, please contact: Truphosa Anjichi, Humanitarian Reporting Officer on � HYPERLINK "mailto:anjichi@un.org" ��anjichi@un.org�
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