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Humanitarian Action in Southern Sudan Report 
Week 15

 06-12 April 2009 
SUMMARY/HIGHLIGHTS

· Security situation in most of the States in the South remains calm.
· Humanitarian assistance in Western Equatorial on-going.
· UNICEF and the Inter-departmental Committee Meeting on Children in Contact with the Law (IDCCL) raise concern over the increased number of children imprisoned for committing serious crimes, including rape, in South Sudan. 
I.
FOCUS ON SECURITY AND HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
· During the reporting period, the security situation in Southern Sudan remained calm. 

· Tensions however remained high in Unity State and Lake States. In Unity State, Bentiu town, local residents and national NGO staff reportedly witnessed soldiers protesting against delays in the payment of their salaries. No violent incidents were however encountered and the Government interventions restored peace in the area.

· In Lake State three people - a Kenyan, Sudanese and a Tanzanian - were shot dead in Rumbek town on the 9th of April under unknown circumstances.

· Humanitarian operations in Western and Central Equatoria States continued to face serious challenges with UNHCR raising concern over the lack of access to adequate clean water in the IDP camps thus raising concerns over a diarrhoea outbreak in the area.

 [RCSO, UNHCR]
II.
POPULATION MOVEMENTS

Returns & Reintegration
· This week, 930 persons (246 families) returned to South Sudan and Blue Nile State through organized voluntary repatriation.  Save for one person who came from Burkina Faso, the rest were repatriated from Uganda to Central and Eastern Equatoria States. 

· There was no return under the assisted voluntary self-repatriation programme during this period.
[UNHCR]
III.
SITUATION, NEEDS AND RESPONSE BY SECTOR

Common Services and Coordination
The new aircraft tasked with transporting humanitarian cargo in Southern Sudan arrived in Juba last week and is now operational.  The service functions on a semi-cost recovery basis and cargo movement is charged at US$3 per kilogram to any location within Southern Sudan.  All large cargo movements, in excess of 100kg, are to be booked directly with UNJLC using the Cargo Movement Request Form (CMR) available at UNJLC (Email: sudan.juba@unjlc.org), while cargo movement requests of less than 100kg should be booked directly with UNHAS. 
[UNJLC]
Disease Outbreaks
· As reported by WHO, suspected cases of meningitis continue to be received in Unity, Eastern Equatoria and Western Bahrel Ghazaal States. WHO and SMoH are following up on the reported cases with sample collection and surveillance being strengthened at State level. 
· The causative agent is yet to be isolated for majority of the cases, with vaccinations programmes being suspended pending a verification of the stereotype. Actual statistics as for this week are yet to be verified by WHO.

· Also of concern are the confirmed reports of sporadic cases of AWD/possible cholera around Aweil (NBeG), as confirmed by the SMoH assessment. 

Health

Immunization

· Polio immunization campaign (NID) in Upper Nile has been completed. A total of 236,421 children under five were vaccinated. 

Primary Health Care, Safe Motherhood and Nutrition
· UNICEF provided various health and nutrition supplies to SMoH Upper Nile for supporting Malakal and Renk Therapeutic Feeding Centers and some of the health facilities in the state.  Additionally, 500 Antenatal Cards were delivered to Bor Civil Hospital for mothers attending Antenatal care services at the hospital.   
[UNICEF]
Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter
· Jonglei State: 
Small scale distributions of 1,000 UNICEF NFI kits and kitchen sets begun in Akobo to support orphaned children and care-giving women.  Large scale distributions will be implemented upon completion of household verifications. 

· Western Equatoria: Following conflict in Mvolo County, results from a WFP-led assessment indicate that displaced populations are in need of NFI and ES assistance.  Upon final verification of household numbers, UNICEF will provide NFIs for households requiring support.
[UNJLC] 
Water and Sanitation

Sector Policy and Planning

· Government counterparts from Eastern, Central and Western Equatoria States participated in the celebration of the 2009 World Water Day and the historic launching of the Southern Sudan Water and Sanitation Policy. The policy documents were distributed to the State Government Representatives. A follow-up meeting in the various states will be held to disseminate the policy documents to all stakeholders especially the community members so that stakeholders at all levels understand and comply with the new and important policy on water, sanitation and hygiene promotion.  

Access to safe water
· With UNICEF support one borehole was drilled in Napare Refugees Camp in Western Equatoria as part of the emergency support. The borehole is expected to support an estimated 500 people in the camp and surrounding communities.

· UNICEF supported drilling of 5 boreholes (2 in Western Bahr el Ghazal (WBeG) and 3 in Warrap) to provide safe water for an estimated 2,500 people.  UNICEF further provided training  on water facility management and maintenance  to members of Water Committees in in WBeG. 

 [UNICEF ]

· Protection 
Congolese refugees influx
· In Central Equatoria (CES) the health clinic in Nyori settlement constructed by MSF(B) is expected to be operational by mid-April, but in the interim diarrhoea continues to be a major problem as communities access surface water for consumption and use. 
· UNICEF’s first hand pump operated borehole at the Ezo refugee settlement started functioning this week and UNICEF-Medair are considering the establishment of a water treatment system. 
· In response to the request by refugees in CES for schooling facilities for their children, JRS has indicated that they would sponsor female children to attend schools in Yei. There are currently 5,965 refugees at Nyori settlement. 
· In Western Equatoria (WES), UNHCR held a coordination meeting with UNICEF and IOM where the latter raised the possibility of establishing a presence in Ezo/Tambura. 
· A registration exercise is planned for the WES Makpandu settlement, but currently the registered refugee population figure in WES stands at 6,119. 
[UNHCR]
Sector Policy and Planning

· UNICEF provided one desktop computer to the Ministry of Social Development for data processing and record keeping.
· The Inter-Departmental Committee Meeting on Children in Contact with the Law (IDCCL) was held in Wau on 9 April, with the participation of the stakeholders from the prison, MoSD, civil society and UNMIS. The Committee discussed the continued increase in the number of children in prison transferred directly by traditional courts. Due to the absence of a public prosecutor and juvenile judge, it was not possible to review these cases and decide on actions, but social workers have been assigned to follow up on these children. 

Justice for Children

· Five school children aged 15 years old were detained in Malakal police station on 5th April after they raped a 14-year-old girl in Mudria area of Malakal Central zone. The social workers who reported the case are following up the matter with the families of the rape victim and the assailants. Counseling was provided to the girl by social workers with UNICEF support. 
· In a separate incident, a 13 year-old girl was raped by a 40 year-old soldier in Malakal South zone in Bam, on 7th April.  The girl was treated in Malakal hospital and discharged. The assailant is held in prison. Social workers are following the case with the family with UNICEF support.

· UNICEF partner, MSA, organized a child protection awareness programme in Maridi, Western Equatoria, Mambe Payam. The event was attended by over 150 people, including children. The major issues raised were LRA attacks on civilians and abduction of children.

· UNICEF partner, Change Agency Association, conducted a field visit to three child protection youth networking centers in Western Equatoria to encourage the communities to organise a programme for children and families affected by LRA.

Children affected by armed conflict

· The number of children and adults in Western Equatoria that escaped from the LRA captivity during the last two months has risen to 35 as follows:- 26 Sudanese, 7 Congolese, 1 Ugandan, and 1 from Central African Republic. UNICEF partner, MSA in Maridi, is conducting voluntary rapid assessment of the children abducted or retuning from LRA and families affected by LRA attacks.

· 39 unaccompanied Congolese minors remain at ICRC, 10 of whom have received information about their families living in Congo. 
· UNICEF supported two former LRA abducted children to travel to Juba for their family tracing and reunification. 

· With the support of UNICEF, MoSD social workers are providing counseling programme to 4 children at the Women Resource Center. 
[UNICEF]
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
Mine Action

· The South Sudan De-Mining Commission, supported by UNICEF, celebrated the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action in Malakal town on 4th April. 
· During this occasion, 1,000 girls and boys learned about mine risks and ways to protect themselves against land mines and other explosives. Forty peer educators played dramas and songs to raise awareness on mine risks. Speeches were presented by different bodies including a Government Representatives, followed by the Q&A session by children and traditional dances. About 800 adults were provided with the correct information on mine risks. Radio Malakal broadcasted the event, with Mine Action Information booths being opened by a representative of the Governor.
· A Cambodian Deminer from the Mine Tech demonstrated mine risks and preventions (MRE) to the audience and a total of 1,800 MRE leaflets were distributed to the audience.
 [UNICEF:]
Education
· On 8 April MoEST hosted the Technical Working Group of the Japan-funded Teacher Training Institutes (TTI). The meeting was attended by a representative from the Embassy of Japan, the State Minister of Education in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, UNICEF, NRC, JEN and UNHCR. 
· NGOs JEN and NRC are project implementers and NRC has already laid the foundation of one of the satellite schools in Aweil. 
· UNHCR provided an update on construction activities and presented photos from the Stone laying ceremony of the national TTI in Kapuri, Juba performed in the previous week. 
· UNICEF presented the Community Development Component to be implemented in coordination with MoEST, UNHCR, JEN and NRC, as well as IOM, FAO and WFP. 

· State MoEST in NBeG are liaising with the police to resolve land issues in Aweil, and provide temporary signboards and a clear demarcation line to avoid further interference from IDPs at the TTI site. 
· In collaboration with the Kapuri Chief and the local community, UNHCR and MoEST will  negotiate relocation of new settlers from the Juba site where TTI construction is ongoing. 
[UNHCR]
V.
ASSESSEMENTS AND MISSIONS
· On 9 April UNHCR Bor went on an interagency assessment mission to several bomas in Jalle Payam of Bor County, Jonglei State to verify SSRRC reports on the spontaneous arrival of 1,677 IDP returnees from other Jonglei payams. The IDPs are said to be fleeing as a result of insecurity and flooding resulting from early rains. Full assessment report can be obtained from UNHCR.

· The WFP April assessment report on the displacement situation in Mvolo are affected by Dinka Agar-Jur Bel clashes in Mvolo is out. 
· OCHA will on 16 April lead an assessment to Naandi, Ezo County, Western Equatoria State. Full report to be shared after the mission.
· Other Inter-agency assessment reports may be obtained from OCHA EP& R unit, contact person Leonard Tedd, Email: tedd@un.org
END
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Disclaimer: The information in this report is consolidated from OCHA field reports, UN agencies, RCO at state level, NGOs, and other humanitarian partners. The report is subject to availability of data and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified. If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments to the current issue, please contact: anjichi@un.org
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