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well as to focus on particular issues of interest. Send 
comments,  suggest ions and cont r ibut ions to  
sho@unsudanig.org
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Overview

SOUTHERN SUDAN

Security in many areas of Southern Sudan deteriorated during 
the reporting period, with the presence of elements belonging to 
the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) remaining a very major 
concern. In addition to an unconfirmed number of civilians who 
have been murdered, raped, abducted and robbed, 
humanitarian aid workers have also found themselves targeted 
by the LRA's random violence, adding to fears that the Ugandan 
rebel group has made the targeting of aid workers part of its 
strategy. 

SOUTHERN SUDAN

On 31 October, two staff members of the Swiss Demining 
Foundation (FSD) were killed along the Juba-Nimule road, 
allegedly by LRA forces. On 5 November, a staff member of the 
NGO International Aid Services (IAS) was killed while travelling 
from Kaya to Yei when the vehicle he was riding in was 
ambushed by a group of armed men suspected to be LRA rebels. 
The wounded driver and another passenger—the dead staff 
member's wife—escaped. Civilians—both national and 
international—and NGOs have also fallen victim to LRA attacks 
in northern Uganda during the reporting period. 

As a result of these incidents, UN security levels have been 
increased in all areas where LRA presence is known or 
suspected, which has severely limited humanitarian activities in 
the affected region. A boundary has been delineated within Bahr 
el Jebel, Eastern and Western Equatoria states as “no-go” areas 
until decided otherwise by a UN security assessment mission 
(see map above). For its part, FSD suspended operations in 
Southern Sudan, which will inevitably cause a delay in the 
demining process, consequently hampering humanitarian 
activities in the South and the return of refugees. Humanitarian 
agencies have had to begin using armed escorts on certain 
routes, adding to the financial cost for humanitarian operations. 
Meanwhile, the commandeering of humanitarian cars and 
motorcycles by military police for use in pursuit of LRA groups has 
continued, further disrupting humanitarian operations. LRA 
activities have also cast doubts on the likelihood of any 
repatriation of Sudanese refugees from neighbouring Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) this year, as had been foreseen. 

   

Humanitarian activities have been severely limited in many areas of 
Southern Sudan due to increased insecurity: the red outline 
demarcates where access for humanitarian work is with armed escort.
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WESTERN EQUATORIA  Meanwhile, in Mundri County of Western 
Equatoria State, clashes between displaced Bor Dinka and local 
Moru populations have persisted, although a period of relative 
calm allowed an interagency assessment to survey the impact of 
a month of inter-communal conflict in the area. 

The Bor Dinka moved with their cattle to Western Equatoria 
in 1983 following the eruption of the Sudanese civil war. Since 
then, they have been living with an increasing number of cattle 
among the Moru people, causing destruction to crops and the 
environment in the area. Tensions mounted as the Dinka 
refused to leave the predominantly Moru area, and eventually 
escalated into armed confrontation, which has become an 
ongoing security concern in the subregion. 

The assessment found that there was a likelihood of 
escalating rates of morbidity, mortality and malnutrition, and 
indicated a need for increasing current levels of humanitarian 
assistance in food aid, water and sanitation, and health 
services. To date, several dozen people have been killed and at 
least 2,400 people have been displaced by the fighting, which 
began in September. Government representatives asked the 
leadership of the Bor Dinka to move back to Bor, together with 
their cattle, estimated to number between 500,000 and one 
million, and offered to provide military protection during the 
migration, to which the Bor Dinka leadership reportedly agreed. 
However, the proposal has been rejected by groups living along 
return routes. Longtime regional observers have noted that 
genuine reconciliation efforts between the Bor Dinka and 
groups such as the Murle, the Mundari and the Nuer are long 
overdue.

On 14 November, intertribal fighting broke out between the 
Zande community and Dinka IDPs in Yambio and Tambura 
counties. Dinka soldiers within the SPLA also started attacking 
the Zande residents of the town. Many people were injured in 
the fighting, but as of the SHO reporting deadline, the UN had no 
exact reports of casualties. All UN and NGO international staff in 
the affected region were relocated to Rumbek. The insecurity 
could delay plans for refugee repatriation from neighbouring 
Central African Republic (CAR) for the rest of 2005. 
Furthermore, UNICEF, WHO the Federal Ministry of Health of the 
GoSS and NGO partners were forced to postpone the launch of a 
massive measles immunisation campaign which was due to 
start in Western Equatoria on 21 November. The campaign to 
immunise about 4.5 million children was scheduled to begin 
instead in Juba on 25 November. Local and international staff 
who had been preparing for the mass measles campaign were 
among dozens of UN and NGO aid workers temporarily relocated 
from Yambio and Tambura due to violence.

NORTHERN BAHR EL GHAZAL  Following a recent rapid 
assessment, OCHA has called rehabilitation of the Aweil Town 
hospital—the only full-fledged hospital in the state of 1.1 million 
people—the top need in the health sector. A more detailed 
assessment was to be undertaken. OCHA also signalled water 
and sanitation needs in Aweil Town itself, where an estimated 
15,000 people live in an area not larger than two square km. A 
high water table causes major sanitation problems, as pit 
latrines empty almost directly into underground water, which is 
then drawn from wells for consumption, leaving the town's 
population to rely on water heavily contaminated with human 
and animal waste. There is a need for an increase in hygiene 
promotion and distribution of chlorine tables, as well as for 
exploring the possibility of accessing deeper water levels by 
drilling of boreholes.

Access to Aweil Town remains problematic, as it is surrounded 
by minefields. Although main access roads from Aweil East, Aweil 
West and Aweil Centre were demined earlier this year and are 
considered safe by local authorities, the main roads from Aweil 
Town to Wau require thorough and specialised demining, and 
none of the roads have been certified by UN authorities, meaning 
that UN staff are required to fly to Aweil Town. The state governor 
has stated that demining of access roads to Aweil Town is the top 
priority for the new state government. 

ALSO OF NOTE  …

" OCHA is concerned that the looting of food aid in Western 
Equatoria State is becoming a regular event. The looting is 
not only a problem for the targeted returnee populations, 
who are not receiving the assistance meant for them, but 
also affects the security of staff managing food 
distributions. Furthermore, LRA presence has negatively 
impacted on the movement of relief food from storage 
areas to distribution centres.

" Fieldwork for the Annual Needs Assessments was ongoing 
during the reporting period, while the FAO/WFP Crop and 
Food Supply Assessment Mission covering representative 
areas across Southern Sudan concluded its work and was 
analysing results for presentation in a final report to be 
released in November. 

" The Governor of Central Equatoria (Bahr el Jebel) State 
informed a UNHCR/donor mission to Equatoria from 18-20 
October that his government's priorities would place the 
settlement of southern IDPs within the South as first priority.

" OCHA's field office in Yei has reported that despite having 
recently received some much-neeeded drug supplies, the 
overall environment at Yei Hospital was worsening given 
the increasing number of returnees seeking health 
assistance at the facility.

" A major protection induction training took place in 
Malualkon from 24 to 30 October, attended by 78 
participants from UN agencies and NGOs, traditional 
leaders and payam leaders, as well as county authorities 
and SRRC representatives from the Aweils and Malualkon. 
Run by the Norwegian Refugee Council, with support 
provided by OCHA, the sessions focused on human rights, 
protection principles, women's rights, children's rights, and 
IDP/returnee rights. Local authorities and traditional 
chiefs committed to do their part to give due attention to 
protection issues.
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WARAB  A 15-16 October interagency assessment of flood-
affected areas near Kwajok, located in Kuac County of Warab 
State, found a total affected population of 7,245 persons 
following heavy rains from June through September that caused 
the River Jur to overflow. While some 50% of this population 
moved to Wau IDP camps in July and August, and have been 
supported by humanitarian agencies, those who remained in 
their villages or who moved to nearby villages were found to be in 
need of assistance, particularly with regard to food aid and 
water/sanitation. They also faced the same problems 
confronting most Southern Sudanese, including poor road 
infrastructure, insufficient health and education facilities, 
unexploded ordnance (UXOs) and mines. An interagency 
response plan has been drafted, focusing on the sectors of food 
aid/food security, health and nutrition, water/sanitation, shelter 
and non-food items, education, protection and rule of law.

UNITY  A long-awaited measles immunisation campaign was 
held from 21 to 27 October in Rubkoana and Leer counties of 
Unity State, where cases were first reported in August 2005. 
More than 65,000 children aged nine months to 15 years were 
reached, of a target population of 59,522. The increase in 
number was attributed to a rise in the area's population from a 
steady flow of returnees. The Expanded Programme on 
Immunisation Division of the Ministry of Health played an 
important role in reaching this number of children.

Following continued reports of extortion and forced 
recruitment of returnees by militias in Unity State, the governor 
has given top priority to these matters, and has obtained 
assurances from the militias that the practices would be 
brought to an immediate end.

Also in Bentiu, Rubkoana and surrounding areas, tensions 
and even gunfire between forces of the Sudan Armed Forces 
(SAF) and the South Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) 
militia were reported, raising concern for the safety of civilians 
and freedom of movement of humanitarian operations if left 
unchecked by local authorities.

SOUTHERN SUDAN IDP SURVEY BEGINS

Training of surveyors for the interagency Southern Sudan IDP 
Survey has begun in several locations across the region. 
Interviews with IDPs will begin after the training of surveyors, 
which will be followed by data entry and analysis. A 
preliminary report is expected to be ready by year-end.

The Survey was conceived in August 2005 as a means of 
obtaining quantitative data on South-South IDP movements. 
Surveyors will visit numerous IDP camps to gather 
information on the IDPs, areas of return, household 
composition, socio-economic and ethnic characteristics, 
return and reintegration needs, information needed to make 
an informed choice, and their health situation. It is expected 
that the survey results will help refine return planning by 
providing numerical estimates of IDPs who may be returning 
to their places of origin or other locations in Southern Sudan 
in the next year. 

The project steering committee, based in Rumbek, 
consists of OCHA, IOM, UNHCR, NRC, SRRC and UNFPA.

An earlier report, “IDP Intentions Concerning Return to 
their Places of Origin” was published in June 2005 by IOM, in 
partnership with UN agencies, NGOs and the Sudanese 
Government. The sample survey covered areas in Khartoum, 
as well as North, East and Central Sudan. That report can be 
found online at: http://www.iomjapan.org/archives/ 
Volume1_IDP_Survey_Results.pdf

SOUTHERN SUDAN IDP SURVEY BEGINS

Training of surveyors for the interagency Southern Sudan IDP 
Survey has begun in several locations across the region. 
Interviews with IDPs will begin after the training of surveyors, 
which will be followed by data entry and analysis. A 
preliminary report is expected to be ready by year-end.

The Survey was conceived in August 2005 as a means of 
obtaining quantitative data on South-South IDP movements. 
Surveyors will visit numerous IDP camps to gather 
information on the IDPs, areas of return, household 
composition, socio-economic and ethnic characteristics, 
return and reintegration needs, information needed to make 
an informed choice, and their health situation. It is expected 
that the survey results will help refine return planning by 
providing numerical estimates of IDPs who may be returning 
to their places of origin or other locations in Southern Sudan 
in the next year. 

The project steering committee, based in Rumbek, 
consists of OCHA, IOM, UNHCR, NRC, SRRC and UNFPA.

An earlier report, “IDP Intentions Concerning Return to 
their Places of Origin” was published in June 2005 by IOM, in 
partnership with UN agencies, NGOs and the Sudanese 
Government. The sample survey covered areas in Khartoum, 
as well as North, East and Central Sudan. That report can be 
found online at: http://www.iomjapan.org/archives/ 
Volume1_IDP_Survey_Results.pdf

BLUE NILE

Roads connecting Damazin to return areas remained 
impassable as a result of poor road conditions and the threat of 
land mines. This has hindered monitoring and tracking of IDPs 
and returnees in the region.

BLUE NILE

UPCOMING DATES OF NOTE

" Technical Committee Meeting of HAC/SRRC on 21 
November in Khartoum

" Presentation in Khartoum of 2006 Work Plan to donors on 
28 November

" Sudan UNCT meeting in Khartoum on 28 November
" Meeting in Nairobi on work plans and regional strategies 

from 28 to 29 November
" Global Consolidated Annual Appeals launch on 30 

November in New York
" Sudan Work Plan 2006 launch on 2 December in Geneva
" Meeting of Humanitarian Coordinators of Sudan and Chad 

in early December
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KHARTOUM AND OTHER NORTHERN STATES

KHARTOUM   Humanitarian agencies continued to receive 
reports of harassment and theft by police in Khartoum-area IDP 
relocation sites.  Following a reported police raid on shelters in 
El Fateh 3 on 27 October—the third such raid of the month—the 
UN requested that the Governor arrange an urgent meeting 
between the UN Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General (HC/DSRSG), Manuel 
Aranda da Silva, and the Chief of Police. Meanwhile, meetings of 
the Consultative Committee on Re-Planning Affecting IDPs have 
continued, with the most recent one having been held on 26 
October between Mr da Silva and Abdel Rahman el Moutafia, 
the Governor of Khartoum State, as part of ongoing efforts to 
resolve issues regarding the relocation of IDPs in the capital.  A 
technical group established by the Consultative Committee, 
consisting of three representatives from the Governor's office 
and three from the UN, held its first meeting on 29 October.

An interagency assessment of the humanitarian situation in 
El Fateh 3 to evaluate residential status, settlement patterns, 
livelihood and food security issues, as well as to review the 
impact of relocations on IDP families, was conducted in late 
October.  The final report and recommendations were 
scheduled to be released in late November, and will be featured 
in the next edition of the Sudan Humanitarian Overview.

KASSALA   Access to populations in need in Kassala State was 
expected to improve following a 16 October meeting with 
Governor Ibrahim Hamid Mahamoud and humanitarian 
partners, during which concerns were raised regarding the 
need to improve coordination with government authorities as 
well as humanitarian access to the region.  The Governor 
responded favourably on both counts, calling for the formation 
of a high committee for coordination to be chaired by a 
government official, with representation of agencies and 
departments; and by directing the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) to issue identification cards to humanitarian 
workers guaranteeing them freedom of passage through all 
check points in the state. UN agencies and NGOs hailed the 
move as marking a major improvement in humanitarian access, 
which had deteriorated since the beginning of the year. For his 
part, the Governor stated that he believed that intervention in 
the domains of education and sanitation were immediate 
priorities, and that the involvement of community-based 
organizations would be key to ensuring sustainability in 
intervention. 

The region of Hamesh Koreib, however, still remained 
inaccessible from Sudan for UN agencies.  Although some 
humanitarian agencies are operating from neighbouring 
Eritrea, the UN has stated that this is unacceptable, leaving 
parts of Hamesh Koreib—home to an estimated 45,000 
inhabitants—the only area in Sudan to which there remains no 
access from Sudan.

Two deaths due to landmines were reported during October 
in Gulsa, 50 kilometres south of Kassala Town, while in early 
November, five people suffered serious burns when the truck 
they were travelling in detonated an anti-tank mine in the 
Hamesh Koreib area, at a location less than five kilometres 
north of Karakon.

KHARTOUM AND OTHER NORTHERN STATESABYEI  

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) led a go-
and-see visit from Khartoum to Abyei on 24 October to gather 
information on the conditions for return in Abyei and 
surrounding villages. The group, consisting of IOM staff and 11 
IDPs (seven Ngok Dinka and four Twic Dinka) from various 
camps in Khartoum, was expected to brief IDPs from Abyei 
upon return to Khartoum. However, the delegation was unable 
to access several of the villages they were supposed to visit.

OCHA led a fact-finding mission together with UNDP, the UN 
Returns Unit, and HAC/SRRC to follow up on reports of three 
re-established villages in Tajalley, Miakol Alei and Galar, all 
within close proximity to Abyei. While no one was found to be 
residing in Tajalley, people had begun clearing land for 
housing and cultivation, although the majority of them 
continued to reside in Abyei. Access to food and water will 
present two major challenges for the sustainability of 
returnees in these newly re-established vi l lages. 
Humanitarian agencies expressed concern that people 
establishing these new settlements were wrongly informed 
that aid would be provided by the UN and NGOs, and cautioned 
that current capacities to respond to this resettlement were 
severely limited. In fact, due to the complete lack of basic 
services in the Abyei area, a national returns information 
campaign made the production and dissemination of an Abyei 
fact sheet its first priority.

Meanwhile, in the newly repopulated village of Majak, Save 
the Children-US has contracted a tanker to supply water to 
residents, although demand continues to outstrip the quantity 
supplied. The River Kiir is about two hours walk through thick 
bushes, and the water in the river is drying up fast. UNDP has 
indicated that it is planning to install at least 10 hand pumps in 
villages around Abyei, including some of the new villages.  
Save the Children has also said it was willing to install 
additional pumps.

The number of returnees arriving in Abyei decreased 
significantly during the reporting period. Bus drivers reported 
that fewer IDP passengers were buying tickets in Khartoum 
due to rumours of organized returns, whereby IDPs would be 
provided with free transport. 

   

ABYEI  

ONLINE CONTACT DATABASE NOW AVAILABLE

A new online contact database for the UN, NGOs, and key 
government authorities has been launched by the OCHA 
Information Management Unit (IMU) and is now available at 
http://www.unsudanig.org/contacts/. The database can 
be searched by various fields, such as name, job title, 
organization, acronym, sector and state, and query results 
can be printed or saved in a variety of formats. For those 
with RBgan or low bandwidth connections, the entire list 
can be downloaded in Excel (.xls) format from the same 
page. There is also a link for updating or correcting existing 
in fo rmat ion .  P lease d i rec t  your  inqu i r ies  to  
ochasudan@un.org 
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DARFUR

Throughout Darfur, tensions have remained high and the overall 
picture extremely complex. In addition to ongoing fighting 
between rebel groups and government forces together with 
allied militias, intertribal fighting has been reported both in West 
Darfur, around Geneina and in Abaata locality, and in South 
Darfur, around Tulus. The security situation in North and West 
Darfur is further compounded by the presence of hundreds of 
Chadian elements, reported to be defectors from the Chadian 
military. UN accessibility throughout Darfur continued to be 
reduced, with travel restrictions in West Darfur preventing road 
movement in over 30% of the state. Despite widespread 
insecurity, humanitarian assistance has been reaching greater 
numbers of people in need. However, protection of civilian 
populations remains a major challenge, and incidents of 
murder, rape, abduction, displacement, beatings, robbery and 
harassment have continued unabated. Villages and farmland 
continued to be burned. Humanitarian vehicles and commercial 
trucks transporting humanitarian goods continued to be 
ambushed and looted. Even IDP camps have often been no 
place for sanctuary, with IDPs finding themselves the victims of 
intimidation by armed nomadic groups and police authorities. 

One of the most disturbing attacks on civilians to have taken 
place during the reporting period occurred on 23 October in 
Tama village, 22 km north of Nyala in South Darfur, when 
militiamen are believed to have murdered at least 30 people 
and to have abducted some 20 children.

As the SHO went to press, an estimated 10,000 persons had 
been displaced and the situation remained tense following an 
11 November attack by armed elements in Sergela, South 
Darfur, and surrounding villages. UN Security was undertaking a 
security assessment on 15 November, which would be followed 
by an interagency mission to determine the needs of the newly 
displaced populations.

Long-simmering tensions in the Kalma IDP camp finally 
flared on 23 October, when government police entered the site 
to arrest a person accused of illegally collecting firewood. During 
the operation, a local IDP leader, Sheikh Suleiman Taha, who 
worked for the Inernational Rescue Commitee (IRC) as a guard, 
was forcibly removed from his workplace by the police while 
weapons were pointed at NGO staff. The incident provoked a 
strong reaction inside the camp, specifically among youths, who 
surrounded the Spanish Red Cross compound and the state 
water company (WES) compound, where 34 people were held 
hostage. Shooting by police resulted in several IDP injuries. 
Fortunately, by 26 October, the situation had been resolved, 
with all detainees being released thanks to the efforts of Taha 
and the IDP youth groups, as well as negotiations on the part of 
the AU and UN. During the negotiation process, the UN made it 
clear that the behaviour of those IDPs who detained NGO and 
WES staff was unacceptable, and condemned their actions. The 
UN also noted that the display of force by the police in Kalma was 
not commensurate with the situation. Taha himself was 
released on 26 October on bail, charged with the criminal 
offence of abduction. Another IRC employee arrested by 
national security in the raid on Kalma was also released. 
However, the situation has remained fragile, particularly as Taha 
was re-arrested on 31 October. The AU and UN are following the 
situation closely to avoid a new crisis.

DARFUR

HAC/SRRC TECHNICAL AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
MEETING

A joint HAC/SRRC/UN Technical and Policy Committee 
Meeting was held on 24 October in Khartoum. Among the 
most notable aspects of this consultation were:
" Determination of criteria for appropriateness of return by 

county; a colour-coded map for places of return is currently 
under preparation by OCHA;

" The creation of two teams in the North and South to assess 
levels of security of IDP camps for possible inclusion in a 
list for pilot organized returns;

" GoNU and GoSS committed to helping finance returns 
programmes, including transport; and

" Information campaigns would include general information 
about returns procedures, such as registration; 
information about conditions in return areas; and 
assistance returnees could expect to receive en route and 
in places of return.

The next such meeting was scheduled to take place on 21 
November in Khartoum.
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list for pilot organized returns;
GoNU and GoSS committed to helping finance returns 
programmes, including transport; and
Information campaigns would include general information 
about returns procedures, such as registration; 
information about conditions in return areas; and 
assistance returnees could expect to receive en route and 
in places of return.

The next such meeting was scheduled to take place on 21 
November in Khartoum.

WHITE NILE  The River Transport Corporation (RTC) announced 
that it made available four operational passenger barges, each 
with a capacity of about 250 people, for returnees boarding in 
Kosti bound for points south. The first passenger barge left in a 
barge convoy from Kosti on 1 November. The RTC also advised 
local humanitarian partners that the Ministry of Transport 
issued a directive that civilian passengers were not to travel on 
cargo barges unless they had special dispensation from the 
RTC. Humanitarian agencies had for several months expressed 
concern about returnees' use of cargo barges, which are 
completely lacking in physical security (e.g. railings), sanitary 
facilities, potable water, cooking space and shelter. While 
praising this positive development, humanitarian agencies 
expressed concern that the four passenger barges were far 
from sufficient to meet the demands of thousands of returnees 
seeking to reacg their home areas in Southern Sudan. 
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There were serious concerns regarding inadequate water 
supply in some sectors of Kalma camp, as WES has informed 
the UN that their staff may not return to Kalma unless the 
security of their staff is guaranteed.

The reporting period was not without positive developments, 
however, one of them involving Kalma camp itself. On 4 
November, after months of delays by local government 
authorities, the Norwegian Refugee Council finally signed a five-
month agreement to resume oversight of camp coordination, 
thereby enabling it to resume its vital role since having to leave 
the camp in late August after its previous contract expired. 
Humanitarian observers were hopeful that assistance efforts 
within the camp could be improved, as could security measures 
both inside and outside the camp. 

Encouraging news was also delivered on 20 October, when it 
was announced that the global acute malnutrition rate among 
children aged 6-59 months in Darfur had improved from 21.8 
percent in September 2004 to 11.9 percent in October 2005 as 
a result of a sustained and integrated humanitarian assistance 
programme, according to a comprehensive, Darfur-wide 
nutrition and food security assessment carried out by the FAO, 
UNICEF and WFP, and supported by the Ministries of Health and 
Agriculture, NGO partners, and with technical input from the US-
based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Global 
malnutrition rates of 15 percent or above are generally 
considered an emergency, according to WFP, who noted that this 
was the largest food security and nutrition assessment carried 
out to date in the Darfur region. The survey further showed that 
coverage of food aid, selective feeding programmes, safe 
drinking water and sanitation and health programmes had 
improved in IDP camps and surrounding host populations, but 
that assistance to affected populations in rural areas had been 
extremely low. Still, agencies involved in the survey noted that 
despite these significant achievements, much remained to be 
done, and they appealed to the international community to 
continue to support efforts to ensure that the recent increase in 
conflict, banditry and general insecurity was not allowed to undo 
the gains made thus far. The assessment highlighted the fact 
that access to food had worsened due to the collapse of the 
economy, a poor harvest in 2004 and the additional burden of 
IDPs in host communities. It also noted that the rapidly 
deteriorating security situation and intentional destruction of 
crops across the three Darfur states meant that the result of the 
current harvest was uncertain, even though the assessment 
had predicted a significantly better harvest than last year.

Despite the many problems throughout Darfur, humanitarian 
assistance continued to be provided. Food deliveries were 
ongoing, and international NGOs that had relocated following 
violence were returning to work. Road access improved due to 
improved conditions with the waning of the rainy season, with 
locations previously served by airdrop now accessible by road, 
such as in Um Dokhon, West Darfur, according to WFP.  Even in 
particularly-troubled West Darfur, humanitarian access has 
somewhat improved with the arrival of a second UN helicopter 
on 9 November. UN security assessments on the roads out of 
Geneina were ongoing, and it was hoped that travel restrictions 
on these roads would be partially or completely lifted in the near 
future. However, all roads leading out of Geneina remain UN 
restricted.

SOUTHERN KORDOFAN

On 14 November, the Ministry of Health (MoH) declared an 
outbreak of yellow fever in Southern Kordofan. The WHO and 
UNICEF were supporting the MoH in responding to the outbreak, 
which had already claimed the lives of an estimated 117 people 
and affected 400 others by 15 November, a fatality rate of about 
29%. The cases occurred in five localities in the eastern region 
of Southern Kordofan, with Dilling and Rashad the most 
affected areas. The disease is caused by the yellow fever virus 
and is difficult to recognise, especially in the early clinical 
stages, and can easily be confused with other diseases such as 
dengue fever and malaria. Transmitted through mosquito bites, 
symptoms include fever, muscle pain, headache, shivers, loss of 
appetite, nausea and/or vomiting. Bleeding can occur from the 
mouth, nose, eyes and/or stomach. The UN response was being 
coordinated by WHO, which was in regular contact with local 
NGO partners in the field. UNICEF provided essential drugs, 
insecticide-treated bed nets, and medical supplies to support 
case management and vector control activities, while several 
NGOs and the Sudanese Red Crescent were providing medical 
teams and volunteers as well as medical drugs and supplies. 
For its part, the UN Mission in Sudan, UNMIS, has mobilised 
transport assets. WHO noted that a mass vaccination campaign 
was needed to control yellow fever epidemic, and announced an 
emergency appeal for US $4.5 million to vaccinate more than 
1.8 million people in the five affected localities in Southern 
Kordofan.

SOUTHERN KORDOFAN


