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The number of people returning to or transiting through Abyei 
en route to points south has increased dramatically in recent 
months, testing humanitarian response capacities.  See page 
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KHARTOUM AND OTHER NORTHERN STATES

KHARTOUM  On 25 September, Manuel Aranda da Silva, the UN 
Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy Special Representative 
of the Secretary General (HC/DSRSG), along with key 
ambassadors, met with the Governor of Khartoum to discuss 
issues relating to recent and possible future relocations of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and other vulnerable groups 
in Khartoum State. During the meeting, it was agreed that a 
technical group would be formed of staff from the Governor's 
office and the UN, under the Consultative Committee on Re-
Planning Affecting IDPs.

KHARTOUM AND OTHER NORTHERN STATES

The technical group is tasked with identifying key issues of 
concern and proposing solutions to the challenges of re-
planning IDP camps and squatter areas in Khartoum State. This 
will then serve to inform the donor community, the UN and the 
Governor to ensure that all future re-planning in Khartoum State 
is conducted in accordance with international standards and in 
the best interests of those affected. 

The Consultative Committee on Re-Planning Affecting IDPs 
was created in May to ensure that re-planning policy and its 
implementation were consistent with international legal 
obligations and guaranteed provision of adequate services to 
IDPs and other vulnerable groups, following the violent 
reactions to the relocations in the Soba Aradi IDP site, which led 
to the death of 20 people. Although a series of positive 
discussions were held, the Committee was discontinued 
following a new series of forced relocations during the month of 
August, after the Khartoum State Government had pledged 
there would be no further relocations until after the end of rainy 
season in October, and that any further re-planning would be 
conducted in consultation with the other members of the 
Committee. 

The Khartoum State Government has promised renewed 
commitment to the work of the Committee and the newly-
created technical group, and UN authorities say they are 
cautiously optimistic of better collaboration this time around.

Unfortunately, reports of small-scale forced relocations, 
theft and harassment by police authorities continued to be 
received during the reporting period. 

Welcome to the second issue of Sudan Humanitarian 
Overview. Produced by the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in collaboration with other UN 
agencies and partner NGOs, the SHO aims to provide an 
overview of humanitarian trends and activities in Sudan, as 
well as to focus on particular issues of interest. Send 
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SOUTHERN SUDAN

Two major milestones were marked during the reporting period, 
with the appointment on 21 September of governors for the 10 
states of Southern Sudan, and the inauguration on 29 
September of the Southern Sudan Transitional Legislative 
Assembly.

On the humanitarian front, the Office of the UN Deputy 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Southern Sudan 
completed its relocation from Rumbek to Juba on 21 
September, a move which will lead the way for the relocation of 
UN agencies and programmes from Nairobi, Lokichoggio and 
Rumbek to the capital of the South. The DRHC's new base in 
Juba will support the much-needed increased presence of the 
humanitarian community throughout Southern Sudan, with 
Juba serving as the focal point for improved coordination of 
humanitarian affairs across the region.

Ongoing insecurity involving attacks by the Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA) on civilians in Eastern and Central Equatoria states 
remained a primary concern of humanitarian agencies in 
Southern Sudan. The LRA insurgency, which now encompasses 
parts of Southern Sudan, northern Uganda and nor thern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, continues to threaten the 
welfare and livelihoods of thousands. In one particularly brutal 
attack, the LRA reportedly killed 18 people on 7 October in Liria, 
Eastern Equatoria State. OCHA is trying to organize an 
assessment of the area as soon as security conditions permit. 
However, humanitarian access to affected areas remains 
limited, preventing agencies from forming a clear picture of 
numbers of people in need of aid and from delivering much-
needed assistance to them.

On 13 October, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued 
international arrest warrants—its first ever since the Rome 
Statute of the ICC entered into force on 1 July 2002—for LRA 
leader Joseph Kony and several of his chief associates. While 
many hailed the move, including UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and the EU High Representative for the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy, Javier Solana, some expressed concern that 
the indictments would only serve to compound the problem of 
the LRA conflict, which in turn could impact gravely upon 
civilians in Sudan. Noting that the ICC only intended to prosecute 
senior LRA leaders alleged to bear the greatest responsibility for 
the most serious crimes, Annan urged “all eligible LRA 
combatants to take advantage of existing disarmament and 
reintegration programmes”.

Finally, with the sporadic presence of the LRA in the greater 
Yei area in recent weeks, the Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) has been commandeering motorcycles and cars 
belonging to UN agencies and NGOs for use in military 
operations. Although the assets are usually returned, these 
actions are undermining the work of the agencies affected.

Meanwhile, insecurity in Mundri County, Western Equatoria 
State, has continued, owing to conflict between the Moru ethnic 
group and displaced Bor Dinka communities. The dispute 
revolves around large numbers of cattle—reportedly in the 
millions—resulting in considerable crop damage. The main 
areas of fighting have been in Mirindani, Miriguye, Kedi'ba, 
between Lui and Singo and the Ayii River.

SOUTHERN SUDAN
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There are unverified but credible reports of death, injury, 
rape, destruction and theft of property, and significant levels of 
displacement affecting both communities. Movement of 
humanitarian agencies in the region is restricted, and most 
NGOs who had been operating in the region have withdrawn due 
to the insecurity.

Humanitarian agencies are also deeply troubled by the 
continued extortion and even forced conscription of returnees 
by local militias in Bentiu, Rubkona and other areas of Unity 
State. Negotiations to bring such practices to an immediate end 
are ongoing.

Also in Bentiu and Rubkona, there is growing concern about 
severely low capacities to accommodate the steady influx of 
returnees. The insufficient supply of clean water is a particular 
concern, as is profiteering by certain individuals who have 
begun selling the municipalities' limited clean public water 
supplies, leaving many to collect water from polluted sources. 
Furthermore, Eastern Bank IDP camp in Bentiu has experienced 
an influx of more than 2,000 IDPs from Tonj, Warab and Gogrial 
counties who fled floods and crop damage due to pests.

Meanwhile, with 58 cases of measles reported as at 15 
October primarily from Jikany and Leek areas, a few kilometres 
south of Bentiu town, government authorities, UN agencies and 
NGOs were preparing to mount a vaccination campaign in 
affected areas of Unity State.

Following heavy rains during the month of September, an 
inter-agency assessment mission report of recent floods in Unity 
State was released in early October. The assessment found the 
total estimated affected population to be about 84,000. In 
particular, the food situation was found to be poor, as floods 
destroyed crops and stores of food stocks. The drinking water 
situation was also of concern, as there was no firewood 
available to boil water for consumption. The mission 
recommended that food aid and non-food items be distributed 
to the most vulnerable among the affected population. 

In most parts of the South, continuing rains and the 
widespread presence of landmines remain a major constraint in 
improving roads and reaching isolated populations. 

THE RESOURCE TRACKING SERVICE FOR SUDAN

A website (www.unsudanig.org/rts) for the Resource 
Tracking Service for Sudan was launched as part of the UN 
Sudan Information Gateway. The website makes available 
more than 80 reports presenting details of international 
assistance in Sudan in 2005. The reports on the website are 
based on information from the Assistance Database for 
Sudan (ADS), which is developed and maintained by the 
resource tracking service under the Policy, Planning, 
Monitoring and Evaluation Unit at OCHA/Sudan. The 
database contains detailed information on international 
funding towards activities inside as well as outside the 
framework of the 2005 Work Plan for Sudan, including 
development assistance and Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) 
contributions.

THE RESOURCE TRACKING SERVICE FOR SUDAN
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DARFUR

The intensive violence that erupted throughout Darfur during the 
month of September continued unabated during the first half of 
October. In all three states, armed attacks on civilians and clashes 
among combatants were reported. Crimes including murder, rape, 
abduction, assault, robbery and harassment have been the order 
of the day to varying degrees for civilians, peacekeepers and 
humanitarian workers. Despite precautionary security measures 
such as government police patrols and escor ts by the African Union 
Mission in Sudan (AMIS), armed men continued to attack 
commercial and humanitarian vehicles across the region.

Specific incidents being far too numerous to list, several of the 
most egregious violations bear mentioning, among them:

The 26 September cross-border attack by Sudanese militia on 
the village of Madayouna, located in the Dar Sila department, 
Ouaddai region of Chad. According to Chadian authorities, an 
estimated 75 people were murdered. The motivation for the  
massacre appears to have been the looting  of livestock. The 
incident has damaged relations between Chad and Sudan, 
leading the Government of Chad to close  its Consulate in 
Geneina, West Darfur, and to request the departure of the 
Sudanese Consul in Abeche, eastern Chad—and raising fears 
that the conflict could become international if left unchecked. 
The 28 September attack on Aro Sharow IDP camp, and the 
villages of Gosmeina and Ardja,  located 16 km north of the 
town of Saleah in the nor thern part of West Darfur, which left 
more than 30 dead and many others wounded, and signalled 
an alarming deterioration in the security  situation in the region. 
Between 4,000-5,000 Sudanese IDPs were believed to be 
living in the camp, and most fled. The slaughter was widely  
condemned, and the UN was forced to remind the Government 
of Sudan of its responsibility to ensure security for all  its 
citizens. 
The 8 October murder of five Nigerian AMIS monitors and two 
civilian contractors by assailants near Manawasha on the Khor 
Abeche road, in the region of  Nyala, South Darfur. The following 
day, a dissident faction of the Justice and Equality Movement 
abducted dozens of AMIS monitors near  Nana village, 25 km 
southeast of Tine in Nor th Darfur. These attacks on a force 
intended only as a ceasefire monitoring body—and therefore ill-
equipped to defend itself accordingly—shocked the 
international community. On 10 October, UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan reiterated that AMIS was an impartial force 
deployed to assist the people of the region and the parties to 
the conflict in Darfur. Annan again reminded the Government of 
Sudan that it has the ultimate responsibility for the protection of 
monitors and humanitarian workers. 

"

"

"
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GoNU ANNOUNCED

On 20 September, President Omar El Bashir issued a decree 
appointing 28 federal ministers, 25 state ministers, 12 
advisers and a presidential aide. Although Lam Akol was 
named Minister for Foreign Affairs, there was 
disappointment among Southern Sudanese that neither of 
the key posts of Minister for Finance and National Economy 
nor Minister for Energy and Mining went to the SPLM, but 
went instead to El Bashir's National Congress Party.

GoNU ANNOUNCED

Humanitarian access to populations in need has become 
increasingly difficult throughout the three states of Darfur. 
Armed clashes and banditry in West Darfur have practically 
isolated the humanitarian community in Geneina, with all roads 
out of town restricted, and with non-essential UN and some 
international NGO staff now relocated out of the area for 
administrative purposes. (The UN maintains staff at a reduced 
level if road movement is limited, due to limitations of air 
transport, and international NGOs have been encouraged to do 
the same.) In West Darfur alone, assistance to 170,000 people 
has been temporarily restricted, although organisations are 
cooperating to find solutions for transporting humanitarian 
goods and personnel to various areas. A helicopter has now 
been stationed in Geneina to service the humanitarian 
community, and a recent UN security assessment cleared 
several areas for helicopter transport. 

Meanwhile, throughout Darfur, tensions are on the rise 
between nomadic/militia groups and sedentary farming 
communities. Villagers report continuous harassment by 
nomads and militia through looting, banditry and the forced 
payment of “protection taxes”. If these “taxes” are not paid, the 
herders deliberately send their cattle into the farmers' fields. 
When farmers intervene to save their crops, the cattle herders 
often proceed to destroy their fields.

thThe widespread increase in hostilities came as the 6  Round 
of the inter-Sudanese Peace Talks on Darfur were being held in 
Abuja, Nigeria.

There are currently an estimated two million IDPs in Darfur, 
including 715,700 in West Darfur; 770,800 in South Darfur, and 
480,000 in North Darfur, as well as some 230,000 refugees in 
neighbouring Chad. An estimated 180,000 people have been 
killed and two million have fled their homes since the conflict 
began in early 2003. About 5,600 peacekeepers from the AU 
are monitoring the Humanitarian Ceasefire Agreement reached 
in N'djamena, Chad on 8 April 2004. Jan Pronk, the UN 
Secretary General's Special Representative to Sudan, has 
called for a doubling of the AU's strength to 12,000.
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EAST

GEDAREF, KASSALA and RED SEA STATE  Several weeks after 
rainstorms with gale-force winds struck Port Sudan on 31 
August, many aspects of humanitarian response have been 
largely inadequate. While food needs for the most—affected 
households have been covered by the World Food Programme 
(WFP), response in other domains—particularly with regard to 
water/sanitation and shelter materials—has been lacking. 
Numerous NGOs, including Action Contre la Faim (ACF), GOAL, 
the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Save the 
Children-UK, have already provided some assistance, but the 
necessary resources—both material and financial—to mount an 
adequate response are in short supply. Humanitarian agencies 
are concerned that marginalized communities could resort to 
violence if national and international attention is not given to 
their largely-neglected needs.

During the storm, several administrative units of Port Sudan 
—Central, Eastern, Southern, Arbaat and Suakin—suffered 
major damage. An estimated 156,000 people were affected, 
including 17,000 (3,340 households) whose homes and 
belongings were largely destroyed or washed away. Roofs of 
schools were blown off, latrines were flooded, and available 
water sources were inundated by seawater. The price of clean 
water subsequently doubled, becoming unaffordable to many. 
The already poor health situation deteriorated, and reports of 
water-borne diseases increased. Many victims  including IDPs 
from Southern Sudan, Nuba Mountains, Western Sudan, and 
from within Red Sea State, as well as refugees from Eritrea  are 
living in the open next to their destroyed homes. 

OCHA has announced that it is prepared to serve as a 
channel for cash contributions to be used for immediate relief 
assistance, in coordination and consultation with relevant UN 
agencies. For coordination purposes, donors are requested to 
inform OCHA/Sudan (manzi@un.org) and OCHA/Geneva 
(ochagva@un.org) of relief missions, pledges and contributions, 
and their corresponding values by item.

Following a reported case of acute flaccid paralysis, a polio 
vaccination campaign took place in Eastern Sudan from 28-30 
September. Children under the age of five years in Gedaref, 
Kassala and Red Sea states were vaccinated, including in 
accessible locations of Hamesh Koreib—namely, Baryai, Tewy 
Jebelhaboubah, Derasta, Haldait, Tewayait, Tahjer and Kenjer. 
The State Ministry of Health conducted a post-campaign 
evaluation, which determined that a total of 679,115 children 
under five were vaccinated—a 99.6% coverage rate. 
Independent monitors verified that 98% of the target number 
was reached. 

Negotiations for increased humanitarian access to the 
Hamesh Koreib region—home to an estimated 45,000 
inhabitants—have been taking place and are ongoing. Although 
authorities of the Eastern Front have proposed a humanitarian 
corridor via neighbouring Eritrea, the UN has stated that this is 
unacceptable, leaving parts of Hamesh Koreib the only area in 
Sudan to which there remains no access from Sudan.

EAST ABYEI, BLUE NILE AND SOUTHERN KORDOFAN

A joint Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) high-level delegation visited 
Abyei, Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan from 22-25 September 
to establish joint offices in the three areas. Topics discussed 
included the pooling of common assets into offices that will bear 
HAC and SRRC logos, and the acceptance of both HAC and SRRC 
permits for entry of international personnel, unless one of the 
two parties objects. 

The delegation advised the authorities in the three areas to 
apply either the HAC's or the SRRC's NGO Act, or both. However, 
both documents are yet to be approved by the legislative bodies 
in Khartoum and Juba. The delegation also requested that local 
authorities allocate a building or plot for the joint offices. OCHA 
will financially support the joint offices until 31 December, after 
which the governments of the three areas will assume financial 
responsibility. 

ABYEI, BLUE NILE AND SOUTHERN KORDOFAN

         

The third edition of the Sudan Transitional and Recovery 
Database (STARBASE) county survey reports 2005 for 
Southern Sudan is now available from the OCHA Information 
Management Unit offices in Rumbek and Nairobi, and also 
on the web at www.unsudanig.com

STARBASE compiles secondary data on Sudan into 
comprehensive statistical tables, maps and reports by 
county. STARBASE information is derived from reports 
written by Sudanese authorities, UN agencies and NGOs, 
and is one of the few sources of disaggregated information 
by county for Southern Sudan. The reports provide a 
comprehensive summary of socio-economic information on 
Sudan, arranged by geographic locations, and include the 
most updated demographic, administrative and socio-
economic data for each county as well as details on past, 
current and planned assistance programmes. STARBASE 
also provides an inventory of information gaps that need to 
be filled, and forms a basis for monitoring progress towards 
meeting indicators of the Millennium Development Goals. 
Concerned agencies and national authorities in Sudan may 
use STARBASE to facilitate their humanitarian, transition 
and development planning. 

This year attempts have been made to incorporate 
information for the former Northern-held areas in the South 
into the reports.  

The OCHA/STARBASE team would like to thank all the 
agencies, NGOs, the South Sudan Centre for Statistics and 
Evaluation and individuals who contributed towards this 
invaluable process. Feedback on the reports would be 
greatly appreciated, so as to enable STARBASE to better 
serve the assistance community in Sudan. Please contact 
starbase@unsudanig.org or IMURumbek@un.org

         
IMU

OCHA STARBASE



FOCUS ON HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES IN ABYEI

One of three disputed transition zones between the North and 
South, Abyei poses unique challenges to the humanitarian 
community in Sudan.

Under the Comprehensive Peace Accord (CPA), Abyei area is 
given special administrative status under the institution of the 
presidency, which is authorized to appoint an executive council 
for Abyei until the council's members are elected by local 
residents. However, the presidency has yet to appoint the 
interim council, resulting in a lack of clear civil authority in the 
region. Not having a single identified authority has had a 
severely negative impact on the ability to carry out 
humanitarian, recovery and development activities in the area.

The region is a highly sensitive indicator of the state of 
relations between the parties to the CPA, their progress towards 
full implementation of the agreement and the consequences for 
the population of Sudan as a whole. 

In 2011, in addition to the national referendum to decide on 
the future of Southern Sudan, another referendum will be held 
in Abyei area for residents to decide whether to retain its special 
administrative status in the north, or to become part of the 
southern state of Bahr el Ghazal.

The only administrative structure in place is the joint 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC)/Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) office, established at the 
end of September. However, the composition of the staff has 
become a contested matter locally, reflecting regional tensions 
between residents. 

FOCUS ON HUMANITARIAN CHALLENGES IN ABYEI

Two other potentially destabilizing issues are also cause for 
concern: one, the unresolved question of the division of oil fields 
in the Abyei area; and two, the buildup of regular forces—the 
Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA)—and irregular forces which are to be disbanded 
under the CPA—including the Shahama movement, the South 
Sudan Defence Forces (SSDF), and the Popular Defence Forces 
(PDF)—in and around Abyei. Some of these groups have been 
setting up checkpoints and imposing illegal taxation, hampering 
access and delivery of humanitarian aid.

The number of people returning to or transiting through Abyei 
en route to points south has increased dramatically since the 
violence in Khartoum following the death of First Vice President 
John Garang in a helicopter crash on 30 July, and the forced 
relocation of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in and around 
the capital.

Tracking and monitoring of the returnees in Abyei is carried 
out by OCHA. In mid-September, an interagency Task Force was 
established in Abyei in an attempt to improve coordination and 
response to the humanitarian needs of the increasing returnees 
arriving in Abyei town and its surroundings.

Current resources in Abyei town, which has an indigenous 
population of about 5,000 people, are extremely limited, and 
the massive influx of returnees is placing a major strain on very 
limited local capacities. The region needs both immediate 
humanitarian intervention and long-term development 
initiatives, depending on the location and population of a given 
area. There is rarely electricity in Abyei, and there are very few 
permanent buildings. Returnees' livelihood options are 
restricted by limited economic opportunities, as cattle herding 
and trade are their only sources of income at present. 
Nevertheless, the population of Abyei is believed to have more 
than doubled in the past six months. 

Added to this, October traditionally sees the migration of 
nomadic Misserya herders and their  cattle from north to south. 
Although parties to the CPA insist that  this will occur peacefully as 
has been the custom in the past, even during years of civil war, 
perceptions of July's Abyei Boundary Commission (ABC) 
report—generally supported by the Ngok Dinka and opposed by 
the Misserya—and what it  might mean for future land use has 
sparked some mistrust between the nomadic groups and the  
Ngok Dinka. Furthermore, there is also concern about the 
possibility of disputes over land use between Ngok and Twic Dinka.

SUDAN FOCUS PAGE 5
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UPDATE ON FUNDING FOR RETURNS

A Donors Principals meeting was held on 6 October in 
Khartoum. Issues discussed included an update on the 
returns programme; preparation for Work Plan 2006; 
funding overview of Work Plan 2005; and the Common 
Humanitarian Fund. An update on urgent funding 
requirements for returns-related activities between October 
and December 2005 was provided. The sum needed to 
complete the activities still amounts to US $48 million, with 
no contributions received during the Sudan Humanitarian 
Overview reporting period 15 September – 15 October. 
However, as the Overview was going to press, a pledge of 
$2,380,860 had been received from Sweden.

“While we are grateful for the recent pledge from 
Sweden, and an earlier contribution of $32 million for the 
coming year from Japan, the magnitude of the remaining 
funding shortfall means that many agencies will be unable to 
respond as planned for the remainder of the year to the 
return of refugees and IDPs, which is expected to 
significantly increase with the end of the rainy season,” said 
Robert Turner, Director of the UN Returns and Reintegration 
Unit. 

Any actions undertaken in the final two months of 2005 
would be a first step for a far more extensive programme to 
be undertaken in connection with the 2006 Work Plan for 
Sudan, which is being finalized by UN agencies and partner 
NGOs.

UPDATE ON FUNDING FOR RETURNS

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it

: 
C

lin
e

-U
N

IC
E

F
-2

0
0

5
-A

b
ye

i



PAGE 6SUDAN FOCUS

A semimonthly focus on humanitarian trends & activities in Sudan, produced by UN OCHA in collaboration with partner UN agencies & NGOs

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 215 SEP – 15 OCT 2005

There is very limited accommodation in Abyei, and many 
families are hosting one or two additional families in their 
small toukuls, in addition to storing the luggage of those who 
continue south. Grass used for the construction of new 
toukuls will be ready for harvest sometime in November. 
Before that, no shelter material will be readily available. 
Some plastic sheeting has been provided to some returnees, 
but quantities are not sufficient to meet all needs.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the 
UN Development Programme (UNDP) have been trying to 
finalize the agreement for the construction of a way station in 
Abyei town, but the matter remains unresolved because of 
concern expressed by some authorities that it could become 
a permanent camp. In response to this concern, the 
possibility of locating the way station outside of town has 
been proposed. 

Humanitarian agencies agree that there is an urgent need 
to make the return to outlying villages a more attractive 
option through rehabilitation projects, so as to avoid crowding 
in Abyei town. However, the presence of UN agencies and 
NGOs in Abyei is very limited, due largely to funding 
constraints, and their reach outside the town is even less due 
to prevailing insecurity. At present, UNDP, OCHA, and the 
World Food Programme (WFP) are the only UN agencies with a 
permanent presence in Abyei, while the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) monitor the situation from 
Kadugli. Only two international NGOs—GOAL and Save the 
Children-US—are present in Abyei town, as are several 
national NGOs. UNDP has stated that it has secured ample 
office space in Abyei town, and has invited agencies to 
establish offices there as soon as possible.

In terms of health care, there is one hospital in Abyei, but 
no doctor. GOAL runs one clinic just outside town. Medicines 
are provided free of charge, and consultations cost 50 
Sudanese Dinars (about $0.20)—although there is an 
understanding that if patients genuinely cannot afford this 
charge, they will still be treated. There are three pharmacies 
that occasionally stock medicines.

For education, the area in and around Abyei town has eight 
basic schools. Few schools are permanent structures, and most 
are constructed with locally-available materials. Agok area has 
10 schools, but they are under trees with no structure at all. The 
teachers are all volunteers and have no training. The schools in 
both areas lack trained and qualified teachers, as well as 
teaching and learning materials. Class sizes are large, with as 
many as 100 children in a class.

As far as water and sanitation, there are three water yards in 
Abyei town, although two of them are currently under repair. 
There are six working hand pumps, with an average of 70 people 
on line most times of the day. Donkey carts sell water at 400 SD 
per drum. There are no public latrines in Abyei town, and due to 
the current rainy season, the town is very swampy, mosquitoes 
ubiquitous and malaria infection a serious threat.

Food needs could become troublesome with the end of the 
rainy season approaching, leaving new returnees unable to 
cultivate much. WFP currently provides a two-week ration to new 
arrivals who have been registered by HAC/SRRC in Abyei and 
verified by WFP.

The UN, together with the SRRC, have called for IDP 
community leaders in the north to organize “go and see” visits 
for small numbers of people, rather than transporting entire 
families to a location where the current situation is simply 
unsustainable. To this end, the UN and partner NGOs have 
selected Abyei as a priority area for an information campaign 
aimed at informing potential returnees of the challenges they 
would face upon their arrival in the region. Information sheets 
on Abyei have been produced in English, simple Arabic and Juba 
Arabic, and are available at information centres in Khartoum 
established by IOM and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). 
Radio spots are also being produced to encourage IDPs in 
Khartoum State to go to these centres for these sheets.

Abyei will be a critical area in 2006, facing more risks and 
threats than any other area outside Darfur. It is also a place 
where a substantial injection of well-planned assistance by 
several organizations could help to avert a crisis caused by the 
bottlenecks of returning IDPs, as well as by other simmering 
indigenous and ethnic issues. However, time is running out as 
these activities have to be up and running during the impending 
dry season, due to begin in November.

MISSIONS

A number of high-level visits to Sudan by UN and foreign 
government officials took place during the reporting period:
" Juan Mendez, UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of 

Genocide, from 19-27 September
" Dennis McNamara, Special Advisor to the UN Emergency 

Relief Coordinator on IDPs, from 23-29 September
" Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the Common 

Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, from 7-9 
October (Sudan and Chad)

" Walter Kalin, UN Secretary General's Representative on 
the Human Rights of IDPs, from 4-13 October
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