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HIGHLIGHTS / KEY PRIORITIES

e More than 391,000 people were displaced by conflict in 2009.
e The number of hungry people in Southern Sudan is projected to quadruple in 2010 due to conflict and drought.
o WFP is prepositioning 50,000 metric tons of food ahead of the rainy season.

I. SITUATION OVERVIEW

Inter-tribal fighting intensified in mid-December 2009 and
continued into January and February 2010. From mid-
December to 15 February, more than 36 inter-tribal fight-
ing incidents were reported in Southern Sudan with 513
people reported killed in the process. The Southern Su-
dan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) and
inter-agency assessment teams estimate that 36,200
people have been displaced by conflict during the last two
months. The worst attacks occurred along the border ar-
eas between Warrap and Unity states as well as in Jonglei
State.

The violent clashes that took place during the second half
of December 2009 brought the annual estimated number
of people displaced by conflict to 391,400. Casualty fig-
ures numbering in their hundreds became commonplace
since the pattern of fighting changed from traditional cat-
tle raids to deliberate targeting of civilians in 2009. Mi-
gration of pastoralists in search of water and pasture re-
sources has begun earlier than usual as the last rainy
season was poor. This development may increase the
possibility of violent conflict over scarce resources

Humanitarian organizations and the SSRRC have made
joint efforts to track the number of people that have not
been able to return to their homes. It is estimated that
231,000 people remained displaced within Southern Su-
dan at the end of the year. With the newly displaced in
January and February 2010 this brings the number of
currently displaced people to approximately 267,500.
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Tribal fighting traditionally involved cattle. Photo: Tim McKulka/UNMIS

Southern Sudan consists of ten states. The map above does not claim to
show official borders.

No confirmed attacks from the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) have been reported in Southern Sudan since mid-
November. However, the LRA activity in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) has led to new refugee arrivals in
Western Equatoria, though in smaller numbers. The fear of
a resurgence of LRA attacks may keep the displaced popu-
lation away from their homes for a longer period.

[Source: OCHA, RCSO]

Humanitarian Access

Simultaneous fighting at multiple fronts and the ensuing
insecurity have restricted humanitarian access in Warrap
and Unity states. As a result needs assessments and deliv-
ery of humanitarian assistance were delayed. Although
most tracks and roads are more easily passable during the
dry season, according to UNJLC, roads are non-existent in
parts of Southern Sudan including some areas affected by
recent fighting in Warrap State.

[Source: UNJLC, OCHA]

Refugees

The monthly average numbers of refugees returning home
to Southern Sudan have decreased drastically compared
with previous years. A total of 41 refugees returned in
January 2010 compared with 3,124 during the same pe-
riod last year. UNHCR reports that the large returns of
recent years have reduced the refugee populations re-
maining in the main countries of asylum (Uganda, Kenya
and Ethiopia) to about 50,000 from nearly 500,000 at the
time of signing the CPA in 2005. Hesitance to return be-
fore the upcoming April 2010 elections and the referen-
dum in 2011 are thought to account for the recent fall in
monthly return figures. By January 2010 a cumulative
total of 328,156 refugees had returned home to Southern
Sudan since 2005. On 11 February, a joint UN, Adventist
Relief Agency and the SSRRC team verified 2,250 former
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refugees that had returned to Bor, Jonglei State. Southern
Sudan also hosts refugees from neighbouring countries
particularly those fleeing LRA attacks in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC). The total estimated number of
refugees in Southern Sudan now stands at 25,735. This
population includes 4,757 Ethiopian (Anuak) refugees
from the Gambella region of Ethiopia who are mainly ac-

commodated in Pochalla, Malakal and Juba.
[Source: UNHCR]

Il. HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

Health

In 2009, the Ministry of Health, Government of Southern
Sudan (MoH - GoSS) reported a total of 48,095 cases of
Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) including 95 deaths repre-
senting a case fatality rate of 0.13 percent from all the
ten states. Case fatality rate is the percentage of deaths
per total number of infected people. The most affected of
the 10 states was Northern Bahr el Ghazal State with 18
percent of the cases. Central Equatoria State was the
least affected state with 0,57 percent cases. Although the
cumulative AWD cases reported in 2009 were higher com-
pared to 2008 and 2007, the case fatality rate remained
very low in 2009. This can be attributed to appropriate
public health measures implemented by the health sector
authorities and partners. These included improved surveil-
lance, case management, environmental health and water
chlorination. The high numbers in 2009 do not necessary
mean that the situation has worsened as they may as well
be due to improved surveillance and reporting.

Comparison of AWD/Cholera cases & deaths
YEAR CASES DEATHS CFR (%)
2007 22,412 308 1.40%
2008 27,017 154 0.57%
2009 48,035 60 0.13%

[Source: WHO]

Disease Outbreak Alert and Response

Kala-azar: a total of 221 new kala-azar cases were diag-
nosed between 4 and 24 January. These are receiving
treatment mainly in Malakal, Old Fangak, Rom, Ayod, Na-
sir, Pibor, Lankien, Keew, Peri and Pagil treatment cen-
tres. Six deaths were reported during this period. Over 50
percent of all the new cases were reported from Old Fan-
gak with the majority of them being children. Although
most treatment facilities reported fewer cases compared
to the previous week, the kala-azar cases still remain sig-
nificantly higher compared to the pre-outbreak period last
year in September.

In response to the outbreak, the Ministry of Health and
WHO have already prepositioned additional kala-azar
drugs and testing kits in Malakal and Juba. MoH-GoSS,
WHO and health partners are scaling up the surveillance
and active case search in the affected areas in Jonglei
and Upper Nile States. The weekly coordination meeting
for kala-azar response is still ongoing in Juba and Malakal
with the support of WHO and OCHA.

PAGE 2

Meningitis: a total of four suspected meningitis cases were
reported in week one (4 - 11 January) from health facilities
in Wuror and Aweil East counties, Northern Bahr el Ghazal.
No additional meningitis cases were reported in the sec-
ond and third weeks from any of the health facilities in
Southern Sudan. Meningitis cases are usually at their
highest in the middle of the dry season. In January the
Ministry of Health together with WHO finalized and dis-
seminated the meningijtis preparedness and response
plan. The plan will guide all health partners and standard-
ize the meningitis response. Case management and en-
hanced surveillance are instrumental in the current re-
sponse to the meningitis outbreak. WHO already preposi-
tioned adequate meningitis drugs and laboratory materi-
als. Refresher training among health personnel on case
management and surveillance is ongoing.

Polio: A nationwide immunization campaign against polio
will be implemented in Southern Sudan from 17 -19 Feb-

ruary.
[Source: WHO]

Food

WFP is pre-positioning 50,000 metric tons of sorghum,
pulses and vegetable oil ahead of the rainy season, which
normally starts in May and cuts off people in need as
roads quickly become impassable. According to WFP, 4.3
million people will need food assistance at some point
during 2010. The number of severely food insecure people
has increased from around 1 million last year to 1.5 mil-
lion this year. There are an additional 1.8 million people
who will be moderately food insecure at some point. On
top of this, a further 1.1 million people will receive food
assistance during 2010 through specific food support pro-
grammes. The GoSS and WFP/FAO led Annual Needs and
Livelihoods Assessment (ANLA) on which the above figures
are based also expects an unusually high rate of livestock
sales in 2010. The food shortages were caused mainly by
poor rains and incessant conflict in 2009. Less pasture
resources will be available in 2010 and livestock farmers
are compete for them and hence potential for escalation
in cattle related fighting incidents. Jonglei and Eastern
Equatoria states have the highest number of people in
need of food assistance. According to the ANLA, food inse-
curity has increased in seven out of eight assessed states.

Photo: Tim McKulka/UNMIS

Crop under severe moisture stress.
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The ANLA was carried out in November 2009 by the GoSS
in cooperation with WFP and FAO. An executive summary
of the results was presented on 15 February. Results of
the FAO/WFP led Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mis-
sion (CFSAM) that ascertained crop production for the last
season will be reported in the next issue of this report.

In 2009, WFP assisted 1,325,940 food insecure people
with 74,179 metric tons of food aid.

[Source: WFP]

Non-Food ltems (NFI) & Emergency Shelter (ES)

Partners in the NFI & ES sector are currently laying the
groundwork for effective response in 2010, in particular
during the rainy season when physical access is signifi-
cantly restricted. Instrumental to this effective response,
is early funding for procurement. Global sourcing requires
lead times upwards of three to four months from the date
funds are secured to arrival of stocks in warehouses in
Southern Sudan. Early funding is essential to ensure that
stocks are in-country and effectively pre-positioned in key
locations throughout the region prior to the onset of the
rains. UNJLC, the sector lead, and World Vision, the co-
sector lead, are currently working closely with sector part-
ners to secure the required funding for effective pre-
positioning.

In 2009, sector partners in Southern Sudan assisted
68,539 households affected by conflict and disaster with
essential non-food and emergency shelter items, accord-
ing to information submitted. Conflict affected was the
largest beneficiary group served, representing 67 percent
of households supported, followed by spontaneous re-
turns (13 percent), flood affected (8 percent), and other
(12 percent). The total number of the conflict-affected
households was more than three times that supported in
2008.

[Source: UNJLC]

Water and Sanitation

The Directorate of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation re-
habilitated 16 boreholes to provide safe water supply for
8,000 people within Upper Nile, Jonglei, and Northern
Bahr ElI Ghazal States. UNICEF and an NGO partner CED-
CON drilled three new boreholes and installed hand-
pumps, benefiting about 1,500 people in Lakes State. In
Central Equatoria State, the DRWSS repaired two hand
pumps in Mangala Payam to restore safe water supply for
1,000 people.

[Source: UNICEF]

Mine Action

Organizations contracted by the United Nations Mine Ac-
tion Organization continue to identify mine fields and clos-
ing them. In January, Armor Group identified 46 danger-
ous areas spread in Eastern, Central and Western Equato-
ria states as well as Western and Northern Bahr el Ghazal
states. MineTech International completed clearance of a
suspected minefield in Nyepo Payam along the Juba - Kajo
Keji road in Central Equatoria State.

Eastern, Central and Western Equatoria states: Armor
Group continued with mechanical and manual clearance
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A deminer from MAG clearing landmines.

of dangerous areas at Nesitu Junction and Gudele River.
Mechem is carrying out a route assessment of Kimatong-
Anyidi. MineWolf and Norwegian People’s Aid are under-
taking clearance of a minefield in Lainya town. Mine Action
Group (MAG) conducted Explosive Ordinance Disposal
spot tasks in Torit and continued with clearance of a mine-
field in Yondu.

Northern and Western Bahr El Ghazal states: Mechem is
doing route assessment along the Riang - Wagnong road
while a route survey along Pultruk - Abwong is being done
by MAG. The Kenyan Military Demining Platoon conducted
Explosive Ordinance Disposal in Dhiema, near Wau.

Upper Nile and Jonglei states: Mechem continued with
route verification of Gie - Boma and MineTech Interna-
tional teams are clearing the Malakal Barrier Minefield.
The Cambodian Military Demining Company carried out

survey and clearance operations in Maban.
[Source: UNMAO]

Ill. COORDINATION AND COMMON SERVICES

With the intention to strengthen humanitarian coordina-
tion in Southern Sudan, a Humanitarian Country Team
(HCT) has been established in Juba. The HCT will be held
on a fortnightly basis and is based on the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee (IASC) guidelines. An Inter-Sector
Working Group also meets on a fortnightly basis and acts
as a technical level working group for the HCT. In addition,
Sector Working Groups are developing their respective
terms of reference in order to further improve coordination
within sectors. OCHA continues to develop tools to
strengthen the humanitarian sector coordination.

For all OCHA Southern Sudan Reports, visit:
http://ochaonline.un.org/sudan/SituationReports/SouthernSudanReports

tabid/3369/language/en-US/Default.aspx

Contributions:

If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments on the current
issue, please contact: maputseni@un.org.

Disclaimer: This report is subject to availability of data by the time of circu-
lation and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified.
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