
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

¶ More than 70,000 people newly displaced by conflict incidents in 2010 

¶ High levels of food insecurity and severe rates of malnutrition as hunger season sets in early 

Southern Sudan consists of ten states. The map above does not claim to 

show official borders. 
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I. SITUATION OVERVIEW 
Southern Sudan has emerged from an historic election. Re-

sults were officially announced on 26 April with incumbents 

President of the Sudan Omar al-Bashir and Government of 

Southern Sudan (GoSS) President Salva Kiir Mayardit retain-

ing office. At the end of April, the humanitarian impact of 

election related incidents had not yet been established. Post 

election reprisals surfaced in Upper Nile and Warrap/Unity 

states and a continuing military standoff in northern Jonglei 

remained a source of concern. Although no significant dis-

placement was reported from Jonglei the situation was seen 

as a potentially destabilizing factor.  

 Many humanitarian agencies began prepositioning sup-

plies such as food, non-food items and emergency shelter 

and seeds and tools over March to safeguard distribution in 

advance of the elections and the anticipated contraction in 

access with the onset of the rainy season in April/May. How-

ever, funding shortfalls and late disbursements have ham-

pered the full early distribution of relief items to storage 

hubs in key sectors. Reports of banditry and harassment of 

humanitarian staff have also hampered operations in some 

areas, including along roads between Bor and Akobo in Jon-

glei and between Kuron to Pochalla in Eastern Equatoria.  

  Inter-communal fighting continued to create additional 

humanitarian strains in early 2010. Attacks by suspected 

Lordõs Resistance Army (LRA) rebels also resumed from early 

March after abating at the end of last year. A series of raids 

were reported in Ezo and Yambio counties in Western Equa-

toria in which one person was reportedly killed and some 19 

abducted. Local authorities and assessment teams have 

reported that 585 people have been killed between January 

and April 2010. Conflict incidents in the same period report-

edly rendered 72,464 people newly displaced. Jonglei was 

most heavily affected, with over 21,000 cumulative new in-

ternally displaced persons (IDPs), followed by Warrap with 

17,640, and Lakes and Unity states, both with over 10,000 

IDPs per state.               [Source: OCHA, WFP, FAO]  

 

II. HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Food Security and Livelihoods 
The World Food Programme (WFP) distributed double rations 

of food to beneficiaries across Southern Sudan during March 

to cover two monthõs rations before the elections. By the end 

of April, WFP had prepositioned 80 percent of required com-

modities in hard to reach areas ahead of the rainy season. 

More than 32,000 metric tons of food have already been 

distributed to some 1.9 million people. During the rainy sea-

son, the bad road infrastructure quickly becomes impass-

able, rendering most locations inaccessible. Prepositioning 

supplies will avoid the need for expensive food airdrops.  

 As many as 4.3 million people ð around half the entire 

population of Southern Sudan ð will require food assistance 

at some point during 2010. However, the increase in food 

assistance needs, coupled with limited available resources, 

meant that WFP had to revise assistance plans earlier in the 

year to prioritize certain life-saving activities while suspending 

others. The country-wide food support for the disarmament, 

demobilization and reintegration programme and the South-

ern Sudan food-for-training and the Girlõs Incentive project 

have been temporarily stopped.           [Source: WFP]  

 

Food Availability 
The Government of Southern Sudanõs Food Security Techni-

cal Secretariat (GoSS-FSTS) and USAIDõs Famine Early Warn-

ing System (FEWSNET) reported that the hunger period 

started March/April, some two months early, primarily due to 

the poor harvest in 2009. As a result, cereal prices that had 

been stable in most towns over the past few months started 

rising during March and April, especially in Wau (Western 

Bahr el Ghazal), Bor (Jonglei), Aweil (Northern Bahr el Ghazal) 

and Malakal (Upper Nile). Significant price increases are ex-

pected in most markets in the coming few months when de-

mand for cereals rises and household stocks from 2009 be-

come depleted. Dependency on markets will remain high un-

til the first harvest in August/September 2010.  
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During the lean season pastoral communities engage in bar-

ter trade by exchanging livestock for grain. Livestock prices 

were stable in Malakal and Wau, while they showed slight 

downward movements in the rest of Southern Sudan. How-

ever, during the months leading to September, livestock 

keepers will get less grain for their livestock; although the 

rainy season commenced in April in some areas, pastures 

remained very poor elsewhere, including in regions where 

pastoralism is the dominant source of livelihoods. To cope 

with this, more livestock may be put on the market, thereby 

depressing livestock prices. A livestock keeper was able to 

buy 39 kg of sorghum in exchange for one goat in April in 

Bor, while it was possible to buy 59 kg of sorghum by selling 

a goat in January 2010.                 [Sources: GoSS-FSTS, FAO, FEWSNET] 

 

Rainy and Cropping Season Analysis and Forecast 

The Climate Outlook Forum predicted near-normal to below 

normal rains in Southern Sudan for the period March to May. 

This forecast raises concerns over timely commencement of 

the first cropping season, especially in Eastern Equatoria, 

which has experienced two consecutive poor cropping years.  

 April received below normal rainfall. This had negative 

impact on the cropping season for the April ð July cropping 

areas that are predominantly located in the three Equatoria 

states. It also negatively impacted on pastoral households 

particularly in Kapoeta County, whose livestock could not 

return home since June last year due to pasture and water 

shortages.             [Sources: FEWSNET, FAO] 

 

Nutrition 
The GoSS-FSTS confirms in its March/April report that malnu-

trition in most states of Southern Sudan is chronic and likely 

to worsen through to the next harvest. Jonglei, Upper Nile, 

Unity, Warrap, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Eastern Equatoria 

and Lakes are all states with worrying indicators of food inse-

curity. Counties in these states range between moderate to 

extremely food insecure according to the 2009 ANLA report. 

Of five nutrition surveys completed in some locations since 

December 2009, all results point to global acute malnutrition 

rates of over 15 percent, which is the emergency threshold. 

Demand for nutrition support has risen sharply and humani-

tarian organizations are supporting the government to scale 

up therapeutic and supplementary feeding programmes.  

 However, lack of funding has meant that only 15 percent 

of total nutrition supply requirements could be prepositioned 

by the end of April. An additional 15 percent is expected to 

be prepositioned by the end of May. The sector is making 

efforts to borrow nutrition supplies from neighboring coun-

tries while awaiting additional funding from the Central Emer-

gency Response Fund (CERF).                         [GoSS-FSTS, Medair, OCHA] 

 

Health 
Three million children under the age of 5 years were targeted 

during the second round of the Polio National Immunization 

Days (NIDs) that was carried out in all 10 states between 29 

and 31 March. The last case of wild polio in Southern Sudan 

was reported in June 2009 after cases resurfaced in 2008. 

Southern Sudan had been polio free for five years before 

new cases were reported in 2008.  The Ministry of Health, 

WHO, UNICEF and partners in the health sector are maintain-

ing surveillance.  

 Malaria cases tend to increase during the rainy season as 

the female mosquito, the vector that transmits malaria para-

sites, breeds faster. To minimize mosquito bites, which 

mostly occurs during the night, UNICEF provided 38,000 long

-lasting insecticide-treated nets to 76,000 people (children 

under 5 years and pregnant women) in seven states. 

 Northern Bahr el Ghazal was the first state in which the 

òJump-start Phaseó of the Accelerated Child Survival Initiative 

was completed. The initiative is currently being implemented 

by UNICEF, Malaria Consortium, PSI and other partners 

across the 10 states. The programme in Northern Bahr el 

Ghazal reached 134,030 households with messages on 

breast-feeding and hand-washing. Up to 647,288 long-lasting 

insecticide-treated nets were also distributed, achieving 100 

percent coverage of targeted households. Vitamin A supple-

ments were distributed to 115,682 children, 84 percent aver-

age coverage. A further 110,766 children were vaccinated 

against measles as well as de-wormed.              [Source: UNICEF, WHO] 

 

Disease Outbreak Alert and Response  
Kala Azar: 613 new Kala Azar cases and 12 deaths were re-

ported from different treatment centers in Jonglei and Upper 

Nile, a 2 percent case fatality rate. The majority of the cases 

affected children under the age of 15. Over 60 percent of the 

cases were reported from Malakal Hospital (Upper Nile) and 

Old Fangak (Jonglei) Primary Health Care centres (PHCCs). 

The new cases remain significantly higher compared to the 

last quarter of 2009. Narus PHCC, Kapoeta East County, 

Eastern Equatoria also reported 18 new Kala Azar cases dur-

ing March and April. In response to the second peak of the 

outbreak, the Ministry of Health and WHO supplied additional 

drugs and testing kits to all treatment centers, while health 

partners intensified health education campaigns.   

 Meningitis: 35 suspected cases and one death were re-

corded from different health facilities. The majority of cases 

were reported from Boma, Kapoeta, Leer and Aweil Civil hos-

pitals. Although no confirmed outbreak, two specimens from 

suspected cases in Mewun Payam (Pibor, Jonglei) tested 

positive for Neissaria meningitis serotype A through culture. 

The Ministry of Health and WHO have distributed meningitis 

drugs and laboratory supplies to the above hospitals. 

 Measles: 24 cases with no death were reported across 

the south during the two months. Most of them were reported 

from Maridi, Pochalla, Kajokeji, Yambio, Ulang and Torit coun-

ties. Sporadic cases of measles cases among children have 

been reported in many health facilities. Mop-up vaccination 

campaigns are required in high risk counties.  

 Acute Flaccid Paralysis: 67 suspected cases were re-

ported in the last two months.  

 Cutaneous Anthrax: 21 suspected cases  were reported in 

livestock from Jur River and Gogrial West counties in the last 

two weeks of April. Laboratory tests confirmed no cases in 

humans. Health sector partners continue with anthrax investi-

gation and health education campaigns in the affected com-

munities discouraging the risky habit of eating dead animals. 

There are three types of anthrax with varying degrees of seri-

ousness: cutaneous, inhalation and gastrointestinal. Humans 

can contract the disease mainly by consumption of animal 

carcasses.                                        [Source: WHO] 

  

Non-Food Items (NFIs) & Emergency Shelter (ES) 
Sector partners assisted 9,914 households with NFI kits in 

March and April 2010. Nearly 8,500 households (85 percent) 

of the total beneficiaries assisted were from households af-

fected by conflict. The other 15 percent were returnees and 

refugees.  

 Prepositioning of non-food items in four storage hubs in 

Jonglei was completed ahead of the rains. Additional ship-

ments of NFIs are expected to arrive at the earliest in late 
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May or the beginning of June, and these will be prepositioned 

in key storage hubs, such as Juba (Central Equatoria), Wau 

(Northern Bahr el Ghazal), Rumbek (Lakes), and in Western 

Equatoria (Yambio and Tambura). If all the shipments arrive 

by late May, the sector pipeline will be fully prepositioned.   

 The sector has received funding from the 2010 Common 

Humanitarian Fund (CHF) amounting to US$3,82 million for 

procurement of 26,715 kits by IOM, UNICEF and UNCHR, as 

well as distribution of 15,100 kits by World Vision Interna-

tional, Save the Children and Medair. One NFI kit serves a 

household of five to six members. When members of the 

household are less than five, "mini" kits are prepared (i.e. 

reduced kitchen sets and other items depending on needs). 
                           [Source: UNJLC] 
  

Mine Action  
De-mining operations were suspended for most of April to 

avoid detonations being misconstrued during the election 

period. Operations resumed at the end of April.  

 MineTech International made progress with clearance of 

the Malakal Barrier Minefield in Upper Nile. The clearance of 

this area will allow for safe settlement of returnees. Many  

returnees have already begun constructing new homes in-

side areas marked as demined. Areas recently cleared and 

opened in Malakal are now being used for the installment of 

water wells, agriculture and construction of a market.   

 A minefield along Gudele River near Juba is being cleared 

by ArmorGroup and may be reclaimed for settlement by ap-

proximately 5,000 IDPs. The company continued with me-

chanical clearance of other minefields in Juba, Liria, Torit 

and Jebeline, freeing land expected to be used for agricul-

tural purposes.  Clearance of the Juba - Nimule road will fa-

cilitate route reconstruction efforts, which would also en-

hance humanitarian access.       [Source: UNMAO] 

Water and Sanitation 
The lack of partners and storage facilities has negatively im-

pacted timely prepositioning of supplies. By the end of April, 

45 percent of the water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH) pipe-

line had been prepositioned. The WASH sector aims to pro-

vide safe water to 200,000 people. The supplies were pre-

positioned at various hubs in Rumbek, Wau, Bor, Malakal, 

Torit and Juba with sector partners and the Directorate of 

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation. A comprehensive stock 

overview exercise was undertaken to determine gaps in the 

pipeline and additional funding has been requested.   

In March, sector partners provided an additional 37,700 peo-

ple with access to safe drinking water through the construc-

tion of 68 new boreholes (20 in guinea worm communities, 

21 in high returnee communities, 19 in schools and eight in 

health centers). Furthermore, safe water supply facilities 

were re-established for 43,500 people in rural communities 

through the rehabilitation of 87 existing boreholes.  
                 [Source: UNICEF] 

III. COORDINATION AND COMMON SERVICES 
In April, the Humanitarian Country Team Juba satellite agreed 

to ask for the activation of the cluster system in Southern 

Sudan to better address the complex humanitarian situation. 

The cluster system is part of the humanitarian reform process 

and is designed to promote predictability and accountability. 

 Last year, humanitarian agencies were forced to airdrop 

life-saving assistance during the rainy season, raising the 

overall cost of the operation significantly. This year, in an ef-

fort to speed up response times and make operations as cost 

efficient as possible, humanitarian actors have prepositioned 

as much humanitarian assistance as possible in major hubs 

near areas with high caseloads of displaced people, high 

rates of food insecurity or where conflict is likely to occur.  Six 

core pipelines are involved: food, nutrition, non-food items 

and emergency shelter, seeds and tools, health (vaccines 

and essential drugs), and supplies for clean water (spare 

parts and purification chemicals). Unfortunately, the six core 

pipelines had not been fully prepositioned at the time the 

rainy season commenced. A proposal to the Central Emer-

gency Response Fund to support the six core pipelines was 

submitted in April.  

  In March, UNJLC announced the start of a common trans-

port service in cooperation with IOM to support the humani-

tarian community. The service is free of charge to eligible 

humanitarian organizations and will run until beginning of 

July 2010. Thus far, 12 UN agencies/INGOs have benefited 

from this service with 264 metric tons of assorted cargo dis-

patched to eight states in Southern Sudan.             [Source: OCHA, UNJLC] 

  

Contributions:  

If you have inputs for the next edition, or questions/comments on the current 

issue, please contact: Clever Maputseni, maputseni@un.org.   

For other media and public enquiries, you may also contact:  
Cecilia Attefors, attefors@un.org 

 

Disclaimer: This report is subject to availability of data by the time of circu-
lation and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified.  
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Minefield turned farmland in Malakal.                                         Photo: UNMAO 

Hand washing promotion.                                                              Photo: UNICEF 


